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VITAL RELIG.ON 
(No. VL) 


The parent of holiness of life. 


Vira Religion being an energetic princip aciion, must in. 
fluence the conduct of life.- It reaches every pojvef of the soul, 
directs all its views, and controals all its_passions. . By shedding 
a fleod of light on the mind, it places truth in the most interesting 
point of view. It addresses the heart in the most powerful lan- 
guage, with considerations which involve everlasting happiness 
and misery. Thereis, therefore, no influence so powerful in the 
government of life, as the Religion of Jesus Christ. 

As it is so extensive and.emergetic in its influence, it most pro- 
duce a conformity, in all the actions of life, to the law of liberty 
in Christ Jesus. 

Taught by that grace which bringeth salvation, the truly re- 
ligions deny ungodliness and worldiy lusts, and lie soberiy, 
righicously, and godly, in the present world. In living soberly, 
they do the duties which they owe unto themselves; in living 
righteously, they perform the daties which they owe to mankind ; 
in living godly, they discharge their obligations to God. 

Where vital Religion is, there is sobriety. This virtue is more 
extensive, than is generally apprehended. Ttis generally thought, 
that aman is sober, if be is free from intoxication by spirituous Ii- 
qoors, But this is certainly a.mistake. The sober man is free 
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from excess in ali respects. Moderation is his distinguishing cha 
racteristic. 

He is free from excess in sleeping. He wastes not his time ‘ 
in ded, to indulge himself in unnecessary slumbers, which stupify 
the mind, and debilitate the body. The hours of his rest are 
spent, not to gratify an inclination te indoleoce, but to recover the 

ergy of his- body, that he may engage, with vigor and ability, in 
the active duties of life. He considers time as an invaluable talent; 
and the waste of it a species of extravagance which can never be 
too much condemned. Redeeming the time,.is a maxim which 
he endeavors to carry into practicai operation, in all the conduct 

“of his life. 

The sober man is free from excess im eating. He is not a 
latton. He does not overcharge his stomach with enormogs 
quantities of food, nor debilitate it, to gratify a vitiated habit, by 
high seasoned aliments. Inthe choice of his food, he is guided, 
not so much by his appetite, as by the judgment of his mind. He 
selects those kinds of aliment, which he judges to be conducive to 
health and strength ; and he uses only such quantities of them as he 
believes will lead tothese objects. He does not live to eat—but 

he eats fo live. 

He is free from excess in drinking. From the Crystal spring 
or well, or from the flowing stream, he draws the draughts which 
nature prepares—which never inebriate—and which are more sa. 
lubrious, and more delicious to the uncorrgpted appetite, than all 
the admired liquggs which the art of man ever prepared. He ab- 
hors the fiery diibechts of intoxicating liquors He detests from 
his very soul the vice of drunkenness, as the basest of crimes, a. 
tended with the most pernicious consequences. He beholds init. 
the germ of almost every transgression, putting forth its diabolical 
vigor, to cover the soul with disgrace, and the deepest shades o/ 
moral darkness He considers the man, who, by inebriating 
bowls, reduces his reason below the instinct of the brute, as being 
worse than the tyger from the wilds of India, or the hyena from 
the deserts of Zaara. He considefs him in society as the asp, 
‘whose sting ejects the most deadly poison. 

If he uses distilled spirits, it is not as a common beverage, but 
with a view to their medical virtues. He therefore employs, with 
a sparing hand and great caution, and only occasionally, these 
powerful stimulants. Water is hiscommon drink. With this he 
allays his thirst, and is gratefal to the God of nature for such pal- 
a#table and salutary dradghts, prepared in great abundance for bis 
use. 

The-sober man is free from excess in his exertions to obtain 
the enjoyments of life. He knows that a man’s life does 00 
consist in the abundance which he possesses ; and therefore he's 

salisfied with moderate endeavors to obtain the comforts of the 
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world. He is persuaded that he who lives fast, either by exees- 
sive exertions, or extravagant gratifications, cannot live long. 
He is not indolent, but his diligence is the industry of modera- 
tion. | 

He is free from excess in his capenses. He lets all men see 
his moderation—in his equipage—in his dwelling—in the furni- 
ture of his house—and in the garments with which he. clothes his 
body. In these he is simple and plain. He is not penarioas. 
His frugality is the economy of charity, and not the narrowness 
of avarice. : 

Heis free from eacess in the gratification of all his senses, 
These are not*suttered by him to run imo extravagance; but they 
are kept under the rule of reason illuminated and sanctified by 
Religion. | 

Where vital Religiofi is; there is righteousness. The godly 
man has the warmest régard for the principles of equity ; and he 
endeavors, in all his conduct, to do unte all men, as he would they 
should do unto him. . This is the principle of his morality—the 
standard by which he tries all the actions of his life. 

The religious man speaks the truth with his neighbor. He de- 
spises hypocrisy and renounces all the arts of deception. He is 
bright in the beams of simplicity and sincerity. ‘The darkness of 
disguise covers him not ; and intrigue has no place in his habita- 
tion 
The rights of mankind are sacred in his sight, and they receive 
no infringements from him. ‘Truth and justice, honor.and faith, 
appear in all his dealings with the children of men. He takes the 
advantage of no one ; but renders unto al) men.their due. 

He is persuaded that a man’s character is mote valuable to him 
than his wealth. ‘Therefore he cautiously avoids injaring his 
neighbor’s good name. He hates the voice of detraction, and de- 
files not his tongue with slander. 

From a number of considerations he believes that he is bound, 
not only to regard the obligations of justice, but also to listen to 
the voice of mercy. ‘The complaint of the widow, the plea of the 
orphan; and the cry of the needy send distressed, reach his ear, 
and affect his heart ; and his hands are open to redress their grie- 
vances, and relieve their wants, according to the ability with 
whieh God has favored him. 

The works of piety are always attendant on vital Religion. 
The duties which mankind owe to God, are considered as being 
of the first importance by godly men. As the truths which relate 
to the nature and perfections of Deity, affect.in a powerfal man- 
ner, the hearts of the truly religious, the works of picty must ap- 
pear as distinguishing traits in the character of such persons — 
Nothing will prevent them from attending on the service and 
worship of God. 
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They delight to read the word of God. 
intense applica@on ; meditating on the truths it centains both day 
and night ‘They know that the science of theology, and of prac. 
ticgl religion ip particular, will avail them more in the day of God 
than any thing else within the whole circle of hamah knowled e. 
They study the holy Scriptures because they know, that the doe. 
trines necessary to salvation are contained in them. ‘There the 
find those doctrines exhibited in all their beauty and excellence— 
and presented to the mind in the strongest light, and pressed on 
the heart with motives of eternal weight. 

It is the delight ef the traly religious to attend the public wor. 
ship of God. They forsake not the assembling of themselves to, 
gether in hishouse. ‘They appear there with gladness of heart, 
and sing the praises of God with grateful sensations. ‘The busi. 
ness of their life is to serve the most Higtt Too fall at the feet of 
Jehovah, and worship in his presence ; to make confession of sip, 
and to implore forgiveness, en his mercy ; to call upon him 
for the gracious influence of his Spirit; to purify the heart, and 
communicate a coniormity to his moral periections ; to contem. 
plate ihe glories of Jesus, and to endeavor to lose their souls in 
the fullness of God—are exercises highly interesting to the reli. 
gicus, from which they derive mach comfort and consolation 

Hence it is, that they confine not their devotional exercises to 
places of pablic worship. ‘They enter into their closets and pray 
unto their heavenly Father, whose eyes behold them in secret, 

‘and whose hands reward them openly. They also set up the ser. 
vice of God in tbeir families; and great are the advantages and 
cansolations which they receive from family devotion. 

Every ordinaneée of the house of the Lord, they consider as be. 
ing sacred, and binding upon them to perform. They devote 
themselves and their children unto God in baptism; and they 
are conscientious in commemorating the death of Christ, by re. 

* ceiving the Lord’s supper, whenever an opportunity offers 

in all their sacrifices offered unto God, they are sincere and 
animated. They present their bodies, their souls, their all, unto 
God, as a living sacrifice through Jesus Christ. In all the reli- 
gious daties, they depend on the merits of the Son of God for ac- 
ceptancé before the divine Majesty. 

Such are the salutary effects which yital religion produces in 
the lives of all those who are under its heavenly influence. They 
are persons ef sobriety, righteousness, and piety before God. 
They are excelleftt, greatand good They are happy on earth— 
and they will be happy indeath. ‘They are here the humble sons 
of God—and in the world to come they will be his glorified sons 
through the ages of eternal duration. 


They study it with 
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MEDITATIONS 


ON THE HAPPINESS OF HEAVEN. 
(No VL) 


The happiness of heaven not interrupted by impurity of hear é.. 


In the present world, the imperfections of human nature are 
great and numerous, They have arisen frem the fall ef man ; 
and are of two kinds—moral and physical. But they shall all 
be done away, in relation to the righteous, when the present state 
of things sball cease. In the kingdom of glory, human nature 
shall be exalted to great perfection and excellence in the posses- 


sion of eterpal life. 
Those imperfections which are of a moral nature, may be done 


away even in thjs world. ‘The all-powerful influence of the 
Spirit of grace, in the application of the. biood of Jesus, can save 
from all impurities of heart. ‘The blood of Jesus Christ cleans- 
eth from all unrighteousness. O my.God! let my prayer come 
before thee. Send the power of thy grace into my heart. . Let 
me feel all the virtue of the blood of Jesus, applied to my sou! to 
affect its entire sanctification. 

But from those imperfections which are physica], I cannot be 
delivered until I shall ascend to the heavenly world, aud set down 
in the kingdom of glory. ‘Then I shall receive the happy delivers 
ance, and enter into that glorious place, where holiness and feli- 
city reign, and where imperfections are done away. O! how I 
long to be there. 

or here I am surrounded by a world of vanity. I suffer much 
from the disorder of the system of matter—from the mortality of 
my body—from the corruption of human society—from tempta- 
tions to sin against my gracious God. But I suffer more from 
another cause—the impurity of my nature. The first, however 
powerful, are less severe in their operations on me, than the re- 
Maining corruption of a heart enly partially sanctified. 

‘It is trae, from this great evil God is able to save me in this 
world— But in receiving this glorious and much destred salvation 
I most pass through the agonies of self mortification’ I must he 
cracified with Jesus Christ, that I may live with him. The old 
man must die in me, that the new man may be raised up in all 
his vigor and strength. 

L, But in that happy place into which God has promised to receive 
€, there is no self-mortification—no spiritual crucifixion—no ag- 
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Onies arising from sore exercises of mind, like those which the 
soul experiences in that death unto sin, which precedes the re. 
surrection unto spiriiual life. In the breasts of the saints on high 
no impurity is found ; and therefore no desire which may not be 
gratified, without going conirary te the principles of righteous. 
ness. 

But here the people of God, are in far different circumstances, 
The most of them have not been entirely freed drom the impuri. 
ty ot ibeir nature’ How often do I feel unholy desires arise ig 
my heart? ‘These are sources of sore affliction to me. The 
streams which issue irom them are like the bitterness of gall. 
But the grace of God can dry up these fountains of corruption, 
The power of the Spirit can remove from my heart every thing 
contrary to the will of Jehovah. The blood of Jesus can extin. 
guish every flame which is not kindled by the breath of God, 
Aud it will do it, I trust, even inthis world. Being delivered 
from all corruptions in this life, the sens of grace, in their Father's 
house above, know nothing of impure desires. ‘Their hearts are 
tired with the love of God—this fills them—they will be lost in it 
for ever. OQ when shall £ receive fulness of purity in Jesas 
Christ ! | 

Pride has nothing to do with the sons of glory. They are nat 
troubled with the spirit of haughtiness Sentiments of disdain 
are never felt in their bosoms. They think not more highly of 
themselves than they ought to thank. Humility is a grace dis. 
tinguished among their excellencies.. They feel, in the mast per- 
fect manner, their dependence upon God ; and they lose sightaf 
their own excellence in view of his glory. Hence they know 
nothing of the bitter mortifications of pride. They are complete. 
ly happy ; because they are perfect in their dependence on God. 
O happy situatiow? O gtorious state of smooth, peaceful, unin. 
terrupted enjoyment! ‘Their highest ambition is to know God, 
to depend upon him, and to be lost in him. ‘The bliss of perfect 
humility is sweet beyond the powers of description: O Lord! 
when shall I enjoy it? . Descend, descend, O descend mighty 
Spirit af grace! and under thy melting, refining influence, let me 
sink into perfect humility, ‘Then I shail rise to the heights of 
happiness. 

The saints in light are not vexed with a spivit of vanity. No 
light and frothy sentiments rise in their hearts, like bubbles on 
the surface, and break in the anguish of disappointment. They 
are not vain in their imaginations—for they are the people of light; 
and an extensive and distinct view of truth has settled their minds 
into perfect order. They flatter not with their lips—for they de- 
sire not the praises of creatures. They praise God from.a view 
of the truth of his excellence ; and his approbation, expressed in 
the smiles of his countenance, satisfies the utmost extent of theig, 
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ambition. ‘The bedms of eternal love burst from the face of Jesus 
in such flocds of pleasure, that every desire is prevented in the 
fulness of enjoyment. How [long to mingle with the blessed socie- 
ty! Can I be patient, while I am retained in this world of vanity 
and wo? ; . 

Envy plonges not his deadly sting into the bosoms of the inbab- 
itants. ‘Ihe happiness, exaltation and glory of the highest orders 
of the saints, awake no uneasy sensations in the bosoms of any 
among the happy society. For there all distinctions and ranks, 
degrees of happiness and glory, are regulated accordingto tha 
principles of order and troth ; and the inhabitants of heaven love 
these principles with ardor, and greatly rejoice to see them car- 
ried into complete operation. Envy can have no existence where 
every one has nothing to wish. 

Anger.and malice have no place among the people of glory. 
There 's no hand to strike the spark of resentment; and no fuel 
in which it could kindle, were it once stricken. ‘There perfect 

aodwill and love operate without restraint ; and the pleasures 
‘which flow from them are pure as the waters of life. 

Covetousness is not there. It can find no plaee for existence 
‘in the world of bliss. How can covetousness exist, where ail 
swam in seas of love and everlasting enjoyment ? 

No principle of corruption, no sentiment of impurity, no unho- 
ly desire, finds its way to the world of light. The sons of life, 
the people of bliss, know not evil. God is among them—they 
are full of him—and therefore they are holy and happy. 

My soul! thou art still a sojoyrner on earth-—acquainted with 
es burdened with a sense of remaising corruption. This 
ast is the chief source of thy misery below— But Jesus died for 
thee! His blood can wash thy garments, and make them white 
assnow. Fly to this fountain—wash thyself in it—and rise inte 
purity divine, that thou mayest enter into the enjoyment of the 
saints in light. O when shall Ibe made pure ? when shall f as- 
cend to the regions of peace, and bathe my weary soul in seas of 
heavenly rest? I long to bid adieu to this world of vanity and 
sia—and see, and hear, and know corruption ne more for ever. 
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AN INQUIRY INTO OBIGINAL SIN. 


(No. VI) 


Apam was the representative of the human race, when he yj. 
elated original obligation. All his posterity were in him, when 
he transgressed the law of God. From these two positions, I de. 

- duced, in‘'a former number, the guilt of mankind by mature. The 
evidence of this guilt, arising from these considerations, came 
with great force, and prodaced conviction. full and complete — 
Bat as the subject under ‘consideration is of the utmost impor. 
tance in regard to revealed religion, and in relation to my pre. 
‘sent welfare and eternal happiness, it may be necessary for me 
to pursue my inquiries, and consider some other arguments which 

‘ go to establish the same point. 

3. By one man’s offence judgment came upon all men unto 
condemiation. Therefore all men mast be guilty in consequence 
of one. man’s offence. For we know that the judgment of God 
is according to truth and righteousness. \ Impossible it must be, 
for God to pass a judgment of condemnation upon the innocent. 
The condemnaiion of the guiltless can never come from the judge 
of all the earth.. The holiness of his nature, and the eminence 
of his perfections render him gloriously incapable of such an act. 
Truth is the standard of his conduct, and justice the measure of 
his judicial dispensations. Therefore, as God has passed con- 
demnation upon «!i men for one man’s offenée, all men, must be 
guilty by nature, because of one man’s offence. 

at God has condemned all mankind on accofint of Adam’s 
sin, appears from a variety of considerations. The disordered 
condition of the material world—the derangement and misery in 
which we fin? animated natare—the disagreeable and forlorn eir- 
cumstances of this mortal lite—and the dreadful termination of the 
resent mode of human exisience—all strongly argue, -that the 
jyadgment of God came upon al! men anto condemnation. This 
truth is reverberated from every quarter ; I see it in every object 
around me ;- I feel it in my own existence. Jt sounds in a thou- 
sand voices upon the ears of my reason. It rolls in peals of thun- 
der from the fins of conscience, and Spreads alarm and conster- 
nation through all the soul.. God adds his own voice to this gen- 
eral evidence ‘The lips of eternal truth tell me, that. by the of- 
fence of one man, judgment came upon all men unto condemns: 
. tion. 
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As God, who cannot condemn the innocent, has passed con- 
demnavwen on all we children of men for Adam’s transgression, 
it follows. with the force of demonstration, that for original viola- 
tion of moral obligation, all the world became guilty before God. 

4. The sume point isevident from another consideration. The 
sentence of condemnation not only came on all the world, but it 
wes really execated. ‘The truth of God had said, “ In the day 
thou éatest thereof, thou shalt surely die.” I shall never be able 
to admit, that this truth of God was violated. ‘The curse of the 
law was really executed upon man. He did die. In the mo- 
ment he sinned against his Maker, the sentence of condemnation 
Virtually passed upon ; and its execution immediately followed. 
That union with God, upon which the spiritual life and happiness 
of Adum depended, was immediately destroyed. Man was se- 

arated from his God; and of course, he died to moral excel- 
rack and felicity ; and be must have continued in this awful 
state of spiritual death for ever, if the Son of God had not effect- 
ed his redemption in the blood of the covenant. 

Now it must follow as a natural consequence, that all mankind 
suffered the same spiritual death. Being in the loins of their first 
parent, they must have been eh ght of that moral excellence, 
which constiluted their spiritual Jife, because he suffered sach 


privation. ‘The sentence of the violated law was execuied upon 
them. ‘“ In Adam all died.” 

From this execution of the curse of the law, upon the posterity 
of Adam, I deduce the guilt of the world, as a consequence which 


resulted from the first transgression of man. The God of justice 
never would have passed the judgment of condemuation on thé 
sons of men, and executed it, if no guilt, on the ground of truth 
and righteousness, was chargeable upon them for the sin of the 
first man. Therefore, the doctrine under consideration must be 
a truth—all the race of Adam became guilty, on account of his 
transgression. 

5. The effects of the death of Christ, cannot be so extensive as 
the Scriptures represent them, unless guilt came on all men by 
reason of original transgression. I am informed by the Holy 
Bible, that justification unto life came upov all men, by the righ- 
teousness of Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul says, “ As by the 
offence of one judgment came upon all men unto condemnation, 
even so by the righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all 
men unto justification of life.” Justification in this place stands 
opposed to guilt; because it is in opposition to condemnation. 
Now I have before seen, that condemnation under the govern- 
ment of God, can never exist where there is no guilt. Therefore 
1 must admit the universality of human guilt as a consequence of 
original transgression, or deny the truth of the representation 
which the Scriptures give respecting the effects of the death af 
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Ghrist. This last I never can do. The Scriptares lead me op. 
ly to troth. Teir representations are all according to reality, 
Therefore I must believe, that all men became guilty by the trans, 
gression of Adam. 

The force of this argument will not be broken by the supposi. 
tion, that the justification in question, regards the removal of the 
guilt of personal! sins. For this would be in direct Opposition to 
the great principles of tie Gospel. and the most positive declara. 
tions of the word of God The guilt of the transgressions of 
thousands, will never be removed by justification. For all who 
die in their sins, will be eternally under condemnation. 

Therefore, as the galt of all men was removed by justification 
through the righteousness of Christ, and asthe personal guilt of 
all men will never be removed, because some-die in wickedness 
and go to endless punishment, original transgression must have 
rendered al! men guilty before God, The death of Curist re. 
moved guilt from all men; all men, therefore, were guilty, be. 
cause the removal! of p:uilt cannot take place where guilt does not 
exist. The personal guilt of all men was not removed ; therefore, 
it mast have been original guilt which was removed by the righ. 
féousness of Christ. From hence I must believe, that all the 
posterity of Adam were rendered guilty in the sight of God, by 
the original violation of the divine command. 

Adam was the representative of all the human family—his pos. 
terity were all in him when he transgressed the law of God—the 
jadgment of God, which is always according to truth and righ. 
teousness, came upon all men in consequence of Adam’s sin—the 
execation of this jadgment actually began to be effected—and the 
death of Jesus Christ, which suspended the execution of the judg. 
ment of God, removed guilt from the whole race of man. All 
these arguments establish the universality of original guilt. The 
first disobedience of human nature te the commandment of God, 
rendered the whole world guilty in the sight of heaven. 

There are other arguments which goto confirm the same doc 
frine—the present state of matter—the condition of animated na- 
tare—the circumstances of its introduction into life—the progress 
of its several stages of being—and the termination of its existence, 
or mode of existence—all corroborate the truth of the doctrine in 

estion. But I must wave for the present, these considerations. 
, arguments which I[ have before considered, are sufficiently 
conclusive to me. All the children of men, beyond all doubt, 
ste by nature in a state of guilt. 
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EVENING WALKS. 
(No. VL) 


The day is far spent ; the shadows of the evening are length. 
ened out ; and the night is at hand.—How rapid are the whee 
of time! How fleeting the moments of human life! Whe day 
of probation will soon be accomplished with me, and the dark- 
ness of death will close on all terrestrial things. How diligent 
then ought I to be, in the improvement of time! Let me seize 
the invaluable moments of grace before they pass away ; and ace 
quire a preparation for the world of eternal happmess, by “* work- 
ing out my salvation with fear and trembling ”—"* for God new 
works in me to will and to do of his good pleasare. " 
Although night is fast approaching—yet nature appears in the 
loveliest form. ‘Fhe sun with increasing grandeur descends 'to- 
wards the horizon, and smiles while he bids the world adiey. 
His beams give the richest teints te a multitude of yes and 
present to my view the most interesting prospect. he sky is 


clear and serene ; the air soft and mild ; and, richiy charged with 
the principle of life, it gives energy and activity to animated exis- 
tence. Not a breeze ts felt, — now and then a gentle zephyr 


fans me with its wings, and regales my senses with the sweetest 
perfume from the adjacent meadows. ; 

This scene resembles the state of the soul, which is at peace 
with God, and has past the burden and heat of the day of life. 
Order and righteousness reign there. Truth and mercy extend 
their mild influence over the passions of the heart, and pleasure 
flows in a perpetual stream—the night of death is at hand—yet 
all is calm, dignified and grand. The sun ot mortal life. is just 
descending behind the horizon with increasing majesty. Bat the. 
Sun of righteousness shines with more direct beams cpon the 
happy soul. Heaven is just ready to burst upon the view, in all 
the brighiness of celestial glory. O happy man! thou hast past 
almost all the sorrows and tempests of life—thy labours are near- 
ly over ; thy conflicts will soon be no more! ‘Thou hast seen 
many days, and thou hast devoted them to thy God. in all the 
scenes of thy life, thou hast found hit thy strength and thy shield; 
and now in thy declining gears, he doth not forsake thee. In 
death, in eternity, he will not forsakethee! [no the grave, before 
long, thy body will repose in safety—the divine eye will watch 
ail thy dust. And thy triumphant soul, freed from the disorders 





which obstructed its operations, will rise to the enjoyment of rg. 
tional and immortal lite, in the kingdom of heaven. 

O my soul! strugygie on in the way to everlasting joys—many 
have*been thy trials, afflictions and sorrows—-many thine imper. 
fectsons and sins—but these are washed away in the blood of Je. 
sus: and thése will soon pass over. The path oglife with me has 
been rough and thorny—a tempest has broken upon me, almost 
without intermission. But shall I complain? My sins have 
been great and numerous—I deserve ten thousand times more 
than I suffer—and amidst all my labours and troubles, I have 
found the Lord to be gracious to me, a very present help in the 
day of trouble. How often has he forgiven my sins—how often 

red grace into my soul—how often soothed my afflicted bo. 
som, and filled me with peace and consolation in the Holy Spi. 
rit _ OQ! let me be humble—-!ct me be grateial—let me be faith. 
fully devoted to the God of mercy and truth. My time of labor 
will soon be accomplished, and my afflictions will have an end. 

The luminary of the solar system has gone down—and dark. 
ness spreads its sable wings over the earth But there is some 
small mitigation, arising from the beams of twinkling stars What 
a scene is here openedto my view! Innumerable fires are light. 
¢d up through every part of the vast expanse. These lamps of 
night appear extremely small, but my reason telis me that they 
are vast bodies of luminous matter. The least of them, perhaps, 
is incomparably larger than the world Linhabit. Their distance 


from.me makes them appear so very minute Were I to ap. 
proach them, J should be lost in contemplating their magnitude. 


“ These are thy glories works, Parent of good, 
t 


Almighty, thine this universal frame, 
Thus wond’rous fair ; ‘thyself how wond’rous then! 


« When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers ; the 
moon and stars which thou hast ordained ; what is man that thou 
shouldst be mindful of him? or the son of man that thou shouldst 
visit him ?” 

How beautiful and excellent is this language of the pious Da. 
vid! The spirit which this passage breathes, is the spirit of true 
philosophy, directed to its proper end. When David studies the 
wonders of nature. he studies them. that he may learn the glory 
of n:ture’s God. In contemplating the stupendous frame of the 
universe, he beholds the grandeur of the Creator ; his heart 
warms ; his imagination glows; he burns with the flame of de- 
votion: and he is lost im astonishment at the goodness of God te 
miserable man _ Fiis soul is overwhelmed with the disproportion 
between him and his Creator. He seems to be annihilated in his 
own view ; and filled with amazement. that the author of these 
glorious works should notice man with so much care and tender: 








253 


ness. How just, how correct are his thoughts! So far is he 
from fearing, that, amidst the immensity of the divine works, ue 
should be unnoticed and neglected, Ke is astonished that the Fa- 
ther of eternity ‘ should be mindfolof him,” and * visit hint” 
with the smiles of his face.. From the magniade and multiplicity 
of the works of the Almighty, be receives a firm conyiction of the 
unbounded nature of the divine perfections. I.finite wisdom, il- 
limitable power, unbounded goodgess, he rests assured, dwell in 
the ever blessed God; and that, therefore, there can be no per-— 
plexity in the perceptions of the Divine Mind, howéver various 
and complicated the works of nature may be ; nor any weariness 
in the arm ef God, arising from the most uninterrupted exertion 
of sctive energy in the government of the world hile the rich- 
es of the glory and goodness of the Most High, occupy all bis 
thoughts, his enraptured soul exclaims, “ O Lord our Lord, how 
excellent is thy name in all the earth!” 

© that men would thus study the works of creation! O that 
— would learn to adore the God of glory, and to put their trust 
in his gracious’ arm! Bat, alas! how many men in the world, 


e 


appear to be altogether unconscious of the wonders, with which 

they are surrounded. They behold the stars of heaven, and the — 
-moon walking in brightness, without the least admiration, with- 
out any sentiments of devotion, without even one solitary thought 
of God! They walk among the grand objects which nature pre- 
sents to the eye of man. without noticing their grandeur ; nor do 
they discover the magnificence of the Author! Blind mortals! 


have ye no eyes to behold the beauties of these objects, no minds 
to contemplate the glory of their Creator ? When will ye be wise, 
and seek the knowledge of the Hely One? Grant me, O God, 
the knowledge of thyself; the influence of thy grace ; the com- 
forts of thy Spirit; the support and succors of thine arm ; the 
animating smiles of thy gracious face ; and, at last, an humble 
geat in the kingdom of thy glory through Jesus Christ—Amen. 


» 
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KEFLECTIONS ON MATTHEW xxvii, 45, 


Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land 
unto the ninth hour. 


(Concluded from page 208 ) 


Te second objection, that this darkness was nat supernataral 
is no less groundless. This astonishing alteration in the heavens, 
was effected by the supernataral interposition of the Almighty. 

It could not be a natural eclipse of the san This is evident 
from two considerations.—It lasted too long for a natural eclipse 
«+-it happened at a time when it was impossible for a natura 
eclipse to take place. 

t lasted too long for a natural eclipse There is no planet 
in the solar system, by which the sun can suffer a total eclipse, ex. 
cept the moon. A total eclipse, which is necessary to produce 
darkness on the earth, can take place only when the moon is di. 
rectly between us and the sun. Now from the motion of the 
moon through the heavens, it is impossible for a total eclipse, pro- 
‘duced by an interverition of the moon, to last more than twelve 
or fifteen minutes. But the darkness, which happened at the 
crucifixion of Christ, lasted three hours. Therefore, it could not 
be a natural eclipse. It must have been supernatural. 

It happened at a time when it was impossible for a natural 
eclipse to take place. ‘The crucifixion of Jesus Christ was about 
the full ofthe moon. The moon, at the full, is always on that 
side of the earth which is from the sun. Therefore she cannot 
intervene, at the full, between the earth and the sun, to produces 
nataral eclipse. 

The crucifixion of the Son of God, and the darkness attending 
it, took place near the fullofthe moon. This will appear evident 
from the following propositions. 

1. The Son of God was crucified on the day of the preparation 
of the passover. St John says, xix. 14. “‘ And it was the pre 
paration of the passover.” 

2. The passover was always held about the full of the moon, 
The Jewish month was lunar, It began with the new moon, 
and Continued through all her increasing and decreasing appest- 
ance, until she had completed her revolution round the earth. 
Now the passover was eaten on the night of the fourteenth of the 
Jewish month; and the feast of unleavened bread followed on the 

‘mext day. Lev. xxiii. 5, 6. 
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The learned are all agreed, that the months of the Jews were 
jonar ; thet they began at the new moons ; and that they were 
roclaimed through the land of Judea, by the sound of trumpets, 
ith this agrees Numbers, x. 10. As the Jewish month always 
began with the new moon, and as the passover was eaten on the 
night of the fourteenth, about the middle of the month, it must 
Have always been near the full of the moon. 

On the fourteenth of the Jewish month, the preparation of the 
passover, and therefore at the full of the moon, Jesus Christ was 
crucified. And hence the darkness which attended the crucifix- 
ion of the Son of God, did not arise from a natural eclipse; be- 
cause it happened at a time when it was impossible for a natural 
eclipse to take place. < 

e have, therefore, the strongest reason to believe, that this 
darkness was of a miraculous nature ; that it arose from a super- 
natural operation of the hand of God. In this view, it appears 
as a striking evidence of the divine mission of Jesus Christ, and 
of the truth of our holy religion: We ought to be deeply affected 
with the consideration of this subject ; and we should learn seve- 
ral important truths from it. s 

We ought to learn to be guarded against the objections of infi- 
dels to revealed religion, and to suffer them to make no impres- 
sions on our minds and hearts. For we have seen, that their ob- 
jections to Christianity, predicated on the history of the crucifix. 
ion, are grounded in falsehood, and light as the chaff which is 
driven before the whirlwind. We may rest assured, that all 
their arguments are of a like nature. However plausible their 
reasonings against the doctrines of Christ may appear, we shall 
always find, upon examination, that they are without solidity, 
The foundation of their opposition to the Gospel is laid in error. 
The supersiructure raised upon it, bas been framed by ignorance ; 
and perversion of heart has attempted to give it the finishing. 

Those supernatural interpositions of Providence, by which re. 
vealed religion has received the sanction of Deity, should make 
deep itopressions upon us, and render our faith impregnable to 
all the assaults of the enemies of Christianity. . 

Whatever difficalties may be foand in the explications of any 
parts of the sacred Writings, we may rest assured, that they all 
arise, not from the want of truth in the facts related and the doc- 
trines delivered, but from our want of information, or from the 
Himited nature of our comprehension, Our religion is founded 
on trath; itis the religion of God. It is calculated to make us 
happy here, great in death, and glorious in the world of eternity. 

rom reflections on this subject, we should also learn to admire 
and adore that love which gave the Son of God to die on the 
cross, and by sufferings inconeeivably great, to expiate the sins 
ofthe world. What love animated the blessed Jesus, when he 
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met the storm of divine vengeance, and interposed himself be. 
tween Send a guilty world! What darkness surrounded he 
when he was forsaken of God! What agonies did he feel, when 
‘the sins of the world were laid ypon him! Let us cover oy: 
faces with deep shame, while we contemplate the sufferings of 
the Lamb of God. - Let us adore the divine goodness, and 
our whole dependence for salvation on the blood of Jesus Chris¢ 

The blood of Jesus. ‘This has laid a foundation tor ou: hope, 
firmer than adamant it has expiated our sins—it has appeas. 
ed the wrath of heaven—it has satisfied the justice of God—it has 
made the law honorable— it has‘opened a way znto the holy of 
holies, into the presence of God—It has purchased for us the gra. 
cious influenct of the Holy Ghost—the comforts of religion—the 
triumphs of faith—the inheritance of the saints in light. On 
that foundation which the blood of Jesus has laid for us, we place 
our feet, and triumph in the hope of the glory of God. Glory 
be unto God, who hath loved us, and redeemed us from our sins, 
by the blood of his Son.— Amen. 


—w Oi a 


REASON AND REVELATION. 


Tuose who have sect up the claims of Reason against Reve- 
lation, have generally forgotten that Reason is a faculty of the 


mind, very ‘different ip its nature and operations, from intuition, 
The latter power discovers, at a glunce, the natare, relations and 
consequences of things—but the former requires great labor and 
cultivation, to regulate amd manzge its powers, so as to render tt 
a safe guide to us in our search after truth, 

The application of this remark, is abundantly sufficient to con. 
found common infidels. - They allege, that their reason rejects the 
Christian Religion. But have they. passed all that labor, which 
is necessary (o render their reason accurate in its decisions’ Have 
they confined its exercise within the limits of truth? Have they 
fnade @ proper use of their reason, in determining the question re- 
lating to the truth of the Gospel ? Have they cautiously guarded 
against the influence ef the passions? Have they considered the 
subjecton every side? Have they never been satisfied with 4 
hasty and partial examination? These questions would silence 
them, if they possessed either sense or modesty The most of 
infidels are far from being good reasoners, and those who have 
cultivated their reason, have not faithfully and candidly exami: 
ed the evidences of Christianity. — 

The Christian Religion can boast of men famous for strength 
of mind, and the greatest. caltivation of their intellectual powers, 
as being the sincere believers and warm defeuderss of the Gospel 
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THE SCARCITY OF THE WORD OF GOD, 


Extracted from & memoir on the, subject of a general Bible So» 
ciety for the United States of America. 


In a country possessing as many Bible Societies as the United 
States, it cannot be necessary to prove thatevery Christian is un- 
der an obligation to promote the general diffusion of the sacred 
records of his religion.. The obligation is felt and acknowledg- 
ed; and if the efforts ef American Christians to disseminate the 
Scriptures, have not been proportionate to their abilities, it has 
arisen from their ignorance of the great want of Bibles, and from 
a want of concert among themselves, in consequence of the plan 
they have unfortunately adopted, of establishing independent lo- 
cal Bible Societies. 

To convince the Christians of America that greater exertions 
are necessary than have hitherto been made, and to induce them 
to adopt a new system for the direction of their exertions, by 
showing the inefficacy of their present system, is the object of the 
following memoir. 

To prove that greater exertions are necessary, it will be suffi- 
cient to show, 

First, the number of Bibles wantedat home and abroad ; and 
then, 

To ascertain the number we have distributed. 

On entering upon the first inquiry, our hearts sink within us.at 
the recollection that while the population of those countries in 
which the religion of Christ is professed, is no more than 213 
millions, it is compated that there are in the world no less than 
550 millions of souls, who have never heard of his name. 

But while we lament the darkness of the heathen world, let us 
not think that the light of the Gospel is freely diffused in those 
lands on which the Sun of righteousness has arisen ; for on ex- 
amination, we shall find that thousands and millions are hid from, 
the brightness of his beams 

The whole number of Bibles which, in 1807, had ever been 
printed for the immense empire of Russia, whose population ex- 
ceeds 50 millions, was about six thousand; and so late.as 1811. 
there were in the provinces of Esthonia and. Livonia, 400,000 
families without a Bible. ) 

In 1812, the namber of persons. speaking the Finish language 
Was not less than 1,300,000; and ‘on for.thirty years before, not 

l P 
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a Bible had been printed for their use ; and scarcely a single copy 


«4 4 
. 9 ~ was to be purchased. 
’ ; In 1811, there were upwards of 1,500,000 Protestants in Hun. 
" gary} possessed of but few Bibles 

En 1813. it was compated that four out of five in Denmark wer 
- without Bibles. 

- In 1807, in Iceland, whose population is about 50,000, there 
were only forty or fifty Bibles. 

In 1810, there were of the Persian Christians (so called) 
200,000 who had never seen a Bible in their own tongue ; and 
in Ceylon 350,000 professors of Christianity equally destitute. 

In 1815, it was computed that in the southern part of Ireland 
two thirds of the Protestant families were without Bibles, and 
among the Catholics it was supposed that not more than one fami. 
ty in 500 had a copy of the Seriptures. 

Let us now direct otfr view to Great Britain, where we are 
{o suppose that “ the darkness is past, and that the true light now 
shineth.” 

In Wales, there are 350.000 people speaking the Welsh lan. 
guage ; but for 30 years before 1793, not a Bible had been print. 
ed for their use. In 1807, among 4000 persons in a certain ps 
rish in Scotland, there were found but 12 Bibles. 

In England so late as 1814, of 960 families in the townent 
neighborhood of Southampton, 415 families, containing 1784 in. 
dividuals, were found, on examination, to be without Bibles. 

In 1810, it was computed that there were 10,000 families in the 
county of Norfolk without Bibles. 

From an actual inquiry made by order of the bishop of Dor. 
ham, it was found that in that diocese there were 5800 familie: 
without a Bible; estimating the rest of England and Walesin 
this proportion, they must contain 350,000 families destitute of 
the Scriptures. 

If such be the famine of the word of God in Great Britaiy 
where Protestantism and religions zeal have so greatly tended to 
diffuse it. how grievous must be the scarcity in France, Spaio, 
Itaty, and other Catholic countries ! 

Let us now look at tiome. and let as begin our inquiries withs 
state which has long been distinguished for the religious habitso! 
jts citizens. The report of the Connecticut Bible Society for 
1812, informs, that there were in that state more without the 
Scriptares than the funds of the Society could supply: and letul & 
remember that this is one of the most able societies in the United 
States, and the state probably better supplied with Bibles the 
any other district of Population in the world. The report of th 
Massachusetts Bible Society for 1813, asserts that there are may 
settlements in the District of? Maine, in which only one or tw? 
Bibles could be found. During the year preceding this repo 
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the society had distributed within the commonwealth no less than 
2296 Bibles and'532 ‘Test2ments ; and they deciare that, “ how- 
ever improbable it may seem, this number was veeded.” 

In 1614, it was estimated that there were in Ohio 15,000 fami- 
lies ‘destitute of the Seriptures: 12,000 m the territories of Indi- 
ana, dilinois, and Missouri: 5000 18 the Mississippi territory ; 
8000 in Louisiuna: 10;000 in ‘Tennessee: und 30,000 in Ken- 
tucky! 

Sach is the dearth of the Scriptures at home and abroad. Sure- 
ly *‘ darkness has covered the earth and gross darkness the peo- 
ple.” But while we wonder at and lament this darkness ‘let us 
examine what we have done to dissipate it. 

Owing to the want of a centre of religious intelligence im the 
United States, it is impossible to ascertain with exactness the 
number of Bibles which have been distributed by the American 
Societies: we may however arrive at some genera! conclusions, 

‘The report of the Connecticut Society for 1813, states the whole 
nomber of Bibles distributed by that society since its establish- 
ment ut 7644; and adds that this is a greater number than had 
been distributed by any other Society in the United States. — 
There were in the United States, at the commencement of that 


. year 24 Bible Societies ; of these, four were formed in the course 


of the preceding year, and cannot be supposed to have distributed 
many Bibles during the few first months afier their organization. 
Let us admit that the remaining 20 had each distributed as many 
Bibles as the Connecticut Society, (although we are assured of 
the contrary) and the whole number which would have been dis- 
tributed at the commencement of 1813, would have been 152,880, 
But when we recollect that the Connecticut, Society, with one ex- 
ception, is the oldest in our country : that two of the above socie- 
ties are Bible and Prayer- Book Societies, and it is believed distri- 


' bate most copious of the latter book: and that another of the 


twenty is a Bible and a Tract Society, and therefore devoting only 
a part of its funds to the distribution of the Bible, we shall per- 
ceive how very distant the admission we have made is from the 
tmth. Since 1813, the number of Bible Societies has greatly 
inereased : but the hew societies have been chiefly confined to 
towns and counties, and embracing but small districts of country, 
their funds have been proportionably limited : and many of them 
are likewise of very recent date. If, therefore, we state the whole 
humber of Bibles which at the beginning of 1816, had ever been 
distributed by the American Societies, at about 150,000, we shall 
prebably overrate the actual amount. ‘The whole amount of Bi- 
bles, then, which Ohristian America has distributed, is not more 


= a to sapply each individual in Kentucky who is now 
estitute. 
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Bat to love others beside ourselves, is the peculiar characteristic 
of Ghristianity. Let us therefore inquire to what extent we haye 
diffused the light ot Revelation beyond our own borders? In or, 
der to.send the Bible to foreigners, we must publish it in other Jap. 

than ourowa. It is believed the American Societies hay. 
not-distribated the Bible in more than four languages, viz Eng. 
glish, French, Dutch and German. ‘The exact number of Bibles 
which have been sent out of the country cannot be ascertained: 
but it is most probable that, with the exception of some sent to 
Canada no considerable number, in any language has been sey 
beyond our own territories: and that the French, Dutch, ang 
German Bibles, which have been distributed, have been given to 
those of our own citizens who, speak these languages. 

Thos it appears that since 1808, when the first Bible Society 
was established, the Christians of the United States have thr 
the medium of their societies, distributed about 150,000 copies a 
the Bible, in four languages, and chiefly among their own coun. 
trymen.. Such is the offering, which, as a nation, we have mad 
at the shrine of Christian benevolence :—such is the retorn we 
have made to Heaven, for the national and individual blessing; 


we enjoy ! 
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TRAVELS IN PALESTINE. 


From Acre te Nazareth. 


. The House of St. Anne, at Sephoary, presented us with ile 
commencement of that superstitious trampery, which, for a long 
time has constituted the chief object of devotion and of pilgrimag: 
in the Holy Land, and of which we had afterwards instances 
without number. A tradition prevails that. St Joachim and th 
mother of the Virgin Mary resided _at,this place: accordingly, 
‘some pious agent of Constantine the First, erected over the spot 
where the monks fancied their bouse had steod, or what is mort 
likely, over what they vouched for being the house itself, a mos 
megnificent church The remains of, this. sanctuary were whé 
we had been invited to see ; and these now bear the name of the 
house I,have mentioned. . ‘Phe visit was, however attended by 
circumstances which may possibly interest the Reader more tha 
the cause of it will induce him to imagine. 
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which seems to have been one ef the finest stractures in.the Holy 


-which we found lying against a pillar of granite, The top of this 
‘formed a square of three feet. One ais 


ments of the origina! decorations of the church had been gathered 
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"We were conducted to the ruins of a stately Gothic edifice, 









Land. Here we entered, beneath lofty massive arches of stone. 
The roof of the building was of the same materjals. ‘he arches 
are placed at the intersection of a Greek cross, and originally sup- 

ed a dome or a tower : their appearance is highly picturesque, 
and they exhibit the grandeur of a noble style of architecture — 
Broken columns of granite and marble are scatte:ed among the 
walls, and these prove how richly it was decorated We mea- 
sured the capital of a pillar of the order commonly called ‘Tuscan, 











































e of this building is yet 
entire ; at the eastern extremity whereot a small temporary altar 
had been recently constructed by the piety of pilgrims: it consist- 
ed of loose materials, and was of very modern date. Some frag- 


from the ruins, and laid upon this altar ; and, although it was open 
to every approach, even Mahometans had abstained from viola- 
ting the sacred deposit. We were less scrupulous ; for among 
these, to our very great surprize, we noticed an ancient Painting, 
executed after the manner of the pictures worshipped in Russia, 
upon a square piece of wood, about half an inch in thickness — 
e pieture, split through the middle, consisted of two pieces : 
these, placed one upon another, lay, covered with dust and cob- 
webs upon the altar. From its appearance, it was evident that 
it had been found near the spot, the dirt not having been remoy- 
ed; and that the same piety, which had been shown in colleeting 
together the other scraps, had also induced some person to place 
it upon the altar as a relique. How long it had remained there 
could not be ascertained ; but in all probability it had lately been 
deposited, because the cattle, coming into this place, might have 
disturbed it ; and the Moslems, from their detestation of every 
ictured representation of the haman form, would have destroyed 
it, the instant it was perceived by them. We therefore enquired 
for the person to whom this place principally belonged. An Arab 
came, who told us the pictare had been found in moving a heap 
of rubbish belonging to the church; and that there were others 
like it, which were discovered in clearing some stones and mor- 
tar out of an old vaulted lumber-room belonging to the building, 
where certain of the villagers had since been accustomed to keep 
their plaster bee-hives and working utensils. To this place h 
conducted us. It was near the altar. The Arab opened it for” 
us ; and there, in the midst of bee hives, implements of hasband- — 
ry, and other lumber, we found two pictures upon wood, of the 
same kind, almost entire, but in the condition which might be ex. 
pected from the manner of their discovery. 
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Here, protected by the stone roof of the building from the 
scorching rays of the sun, all our party were assembled, and 
breakfasted upon ugleavened bread, in thin cakes, served hot, 
with fowls, eggs, and milk, both sweet and sour. Surrounded 
by so many objects, causing the events of ages to crowd upon the 
memory, we would gladly have reposed a longer time. We 
dreaded a second trial of the intense heat to which we had been 
exposed ; but Nazareth was only five miles distant, and we had 
resolved to halt there for the remainder of the day and night, 
Full of curiosity to see a place so memorable, we theretore aban. 
doned our interesting asylum in Sephoury, end once more en. 
countered a Galilean sun, Our journey ted us over a hilly and 
stony tract of land, having no resemblance to the deep and rich 
soil we had before passed. ‘The rock consisted of a hard com. 
pact limestone. Hasselqaist relates, that it is @ continuation of a 
species of territory pecaliar to the same meridian through several 
countries. ‘He found here the same planis which hie had seen in 
Judea; and these, he says, were not common clsewhere. Among 
the more rare, he mentions the “Kali fruticosum. Hereabouts 
we found the curious pluft, the Hedysarum Alhagi, together 
with the Psoralea Palestina of Lannzeas, and a new species of 
Pink. » This last, from the interesting cicncumstance of its locality, 
we have named Dianthus Nazareus. About a mile to the 
southeast ef Sephoury, is the celebrated fountain so often men. 
tioned in the history of the Crusades. The dress of the Arabs, 
in this part of the Holy Land, and indeed throughout all Syria, 
is simple and uniform: it consists of a blue shirt, descending be. 
Jow the knees, the legs and feet bemg expesed or the latter some. 
times covered wih the ancient cothurnus, or buskin. A cloak 
is worn, of very coarse and heavy comel’s hair cloth, almost uni. 
versally decorited with broad black and white stripes, passing 
vertically down the back: this is of one square piece, with holes for 
the arms: it has a seam down the back. Made without this 
seam. it is considered of greater value, Here then, we perhaps 
beheld the form and materials of our Saviour’s garment, for which 
the soldiers cast lots; being ‘* without seam, woven from the top 
throughout” It was the most ancient dress of the inhabitants 
of this country. Upontheir heads they now wear a small turban, 
(or dirty rag, like a coarse handkerchief, bound across the tem- 
ples,) one corner of which generally hangs down ; and this, by 
wavy of «histinction, is sometimes fringed with strings, in knots. 
The Arab women are vot so often concéaled from view as in 

other ports of Turkey : we had often seenthem in Acre. They 
render théir persons as hidecus and disgusting as any barbarians 
of the Sovth Seas : their bodies are covered with a long blue shift; 
bot their breasts ere exposed; and these, resembling nothing hu- 
map, extend to an extraordinary length. Upon their heads they 
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weat-tw6 handkerchiefs ; one as a hood, and the othet boand over 
it, a8 a fillet across the temples. Just above the right nostril they 
place @ small button, sometimes stadded with pearl, a piece of 

‘lass, or any other glittering substance : this is fastened by a plag 
thraih through the cartilage of the nose. Sometimes they have 
the cartilaginous separation between the nosirils bored for a ring, 
as large as those ordinarily used in Europe for hanging curtains ; 
and this, pendant on the upper lip, covers the mouth so that, in or- 
der to eat, it is necessary to raise it. ‘Their faces, hands, and 
arms, are tatooed, and covered with hideous scars; their eye- 
lashes and eyes being always painted, or rather dirtied, with some 
dingy black of blae powder. ‘Their lips are died of a deep and 
dasky blue. as if they had been eating blackberries. Their teeth 
are jet black ; their pails and fingers are brick red ; their wrists, 
as well as their ankles, are laden with large metal cinctures, 
studded with sharp pyramidal knobs and bits of glass. Very 
ponderous rings are also placed in their ears ; so that altogether 
it might be imagined some evil demon had employed the whole 
of his ingenuity to maim and disfigure the loveliest work of the 
creation. In viewing these women we may form some notion of 
the object beheld by the Chevalier D’Arvieux, when Hyclie, wife 
of Hassan, the Majorcan slave, for the first time condescended to 
unveil herself before him ; only there was this difference, to heigh- 
ten the effect of such a disclosure, that 77yche, with all the char- 
acteristic décorations of an Arabian female, was moreover a ne- 

ress, 

About half way between Sephoury and Nazareth, as we as- 
cended a hill, two very singular figures met us on horseback, ex- 
citing no inconsiderable mirth atneng the English members of our 
caravan, in spite of all their €ndeavors to suppress it. These 
were, the worthy Superiors of the Franciscan Monastery in Na- 
zareth ; two meagre little men, in long black cassocks, having 
hats upon their heads of the’’size of an ordinary umbrella. It is 
impossible to give an idea of the ludicrous appearance they made, 
sitting beneath these enormous hats, with their knees pa up to 
their chins, as they descended the hill towards us. They had 
been informed of our approach by a party of Arabs, who had pro- 
ceeded by a different road with our camels of burthen, and were 
therefore kindly coming to meet us. They soon converted our 
mirth into gravity, by informing us, that the plague raged; with 
considerable fury, both in their convent and in the town ; bot as 
the principal danger was said to be in the convent, our curiosity 
superceded all apprehension, and we resolved to pass the night 
in one of the houses of the place. These monks informed’ us, 
that. provided we were cautious in avoiding contact with saspect- 
ed persons, we might safely venture; we therefore began by 
Keeping them at such a distance as might prevent any copmunr- 
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cation of the disorder. from their persons. ‘The younger of the 
two, perceiving this, observed, that when we had been longer in 
the country we should lay aside our fears, and perhaps fall into 
the opposite extreme, by becoming too indifferent as to the chance 
of contagion They said they visited the sick from the moment 
of their being attacked ; received them into their convent, and ad. 
ministered to their necessities ; always carefully abstaining from 
the touch of their diseased patients. The foree of.imagination is 
said to have great influence, either in avoiding or contracting this 
disorder; those who give way to any great degree of alarm be. 
ing the most liable to its attack ; while predestinarian Moslems, 
armed with a power‘ul faith that nothing can accelerate or retard 
the fixed decrees of Providence, pass anhurt through the midst 
of contagion. Certainly the danger is not so great as it is 
generally believed to be. .The rumor prevalent in the neigh. 
borhood of Asiatic towns, where the plague exists, of the 
number carried off by the disarder, is always false ; and this gain. 
ing strength, as it proceeds to any distance. causes the accounts 
which are published in the gazettes of Europe. of whole cities be. 
ing thereby depopulated... ‘The towns of the Holy Land are, itis 
true, often emptied of their inhabitants, who retire in tents to the 
environs when the plague is rife; but they quickly return again to 
their habitations, when the alarm subsides. A traveller in these 
countries will do well to be mindful of this; because were he to 
halt or tarn back upon the event of every rumor of this nature. he 
would soon find his journey altogether impracticable We had 
reason to regret that we were thus prevented from visiting Baffa 
in the Isle of Cyprus. In a subsequent part of our trrvels, we 
were often liable to exaggerated.geports’ concerning the plague. 
They are something like the stories of banditti, in many Europe. 
an mountains inhabited by a race of shepherds as harmless as the 
flocks they tend. The ease is certainly somewhat different in 
Asia. especially in the Holy Land, where banditti are no insub. 
stantial phantoms, that vanish whenever they are approached. 
The traveller in this country must pass “ the tents of Kedar, and 
the hills of the robbers.” So it isconcerning the plague ; he will 
sometimes find the reality, althoagh it be inadequate to the rumor. 
We visited several places where the inhabitants were said to dic 
by bundreds in a day ; but not an individual of our party, which 
was often numerous. experienced in any degree the consequences 
» of contagion. The French, from their.extreme carelessness, were 
» often attacked by it. and as often.cafed The members of the 

medical staff, helonging to their army in Egypt, seemed to consid- 
er it’as a malignant. and therefore. dangerous fever ; but with 

oper precaution, by no means fatal. 

The rest of this short journey, like the preceding part of it, was 
ever sterile limestone, [principally ascending, until we entered @ 
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Harrow defile between the hills. This, suddenly opening tow«rds 
our right, presented us with a view of the small town or village 
of Nazareth, situated upon the side of a barren, rocky elevation, 
facing the east, and commanding a long valley — Throughout the 
dominion of Djezzar Patha, there was no plate that sufferett 
more from his tyrannical government than Nazareth. Its inha- 
bitants, unable to sustain the burthens imposed upon them, were 
continually emigrating to other territories. “The few who remain- 
ed were soon to be stripped of theif possessions ; and when no 
longer able to pay tite tribate éxacted from them, no alternative 
temained, but that of going to Acre to work in his fortificatiohs, 
or to flee their country. The town Was in the most wretched state 
of indigence and misery ; the soil around might bid defiance to 
agriculture ; and tothe prospect of starvation were added the hor- 
rors of the plague. ‘Thus it seemed destibed to maintain its an- 
cient reputation ; for the Nathaniel of his day, might have inquir- 
ed of a native of Bethsaida, whether ** any gdod thing Couldcome 
out of Nazareth’ A party of Djezzar’s troops, encamped in 
tents about the place, were wailing to seize even the semblance 
of a harvest which could be colleeted from all the neighboring 
district. In the valley, appeared one of those foiintains, which, 
from time immemorial, have been the halting place of caravans, 
and sometimes the scene of cofitention and bloodshed The wo- 
men of Nezareth wete passing to and from the town, with pitch- 
ers upon their beads. We stopped to view the groupe of c2m- 
els, with their drivers. who were there reposihg: and, calling te 
mind the manners of the most remote ages, we renewed the soli 
citation of Abraham’s servant unto Rebecca, by the Well of Na- 
hor. In the writings of early pilgrims and travellers. this spring 
is denominated “THE FOUNTAIN OF THE VirGin Manry;” and 
certainly. if there be a spot, throughout the Holy Land, that was 
undoubtedly honored by her presence, we may consider this to 
have been the place ; becatise the sifdation of a copiotis spring is 
not liable to change: and because the custom of repairing thithér 
to draw water has béen continued among the female inhabitants 
of NaZareth, from the earliest peribd of its history. Marinus Sa- 
nutus, who accurately deécrihes its si‘vation, nevertheless con- 
founds it with the fountain of Sephoury. He relates the ancient 
traditions concerning it, but mingles with his narrative the legef- 
dary stories characteristic of the age in which he lived. 
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Ai the very time vihen there was a general expectation in the 
world of some extraordinary personage making his appear. 
ance in it, a person called Jesus Christ did actually appear 
upon earth, asserting that he was the Son of God, and that 
he came from heaven to teach mankind true religion; and he 
did accordingly found a religion, which from him was called, 
theChrisiian Religion, and which has been professed by great 
numbers of peple from that time:to the present. 


Ir was necessary just to state this preposition, as the founda. 
tion of all the reasoning that is to follow : Bat the trath of it is so 
aniversally acknowledged, thet it requires but very few words to 
be said in support of it. 

‘That there was about the time of our Saviour’s birth, a general 
expectation spread over the eastern part of the world, that some 
very extraordinary person would appear in Judea, is evident both 
from the sacred history, and from Pagan writers St. Matthew 
informs us, that when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
there came wise men (probably men of considerable rank and 
learning in their own country) from the East, saying, “ Where 
is he that is born King of the Jews; for we have seen his star in 
the East, and are come to worship him?” In conformation of 
this, two Roman historians, Suetonius and Tacitus, assert that 
thére prevailed at that time, over the whole East, an ancicnt and 
fixed opinion, that there should arise out of Judea a person whe 
should obtain dominion over the world, 

That at this time, when Augustus Cesar was emperor of Rome, 
a person called Jesus Christ-was actually born io Judea; that be 

rofessed to come from heaven to teach mankind true religion, 
and that he had a multitude of iollowers ; the sacred historians 
unanimously aflirm, and several heathen authors also beer testi- 
mony to the same facts. ‘They mention the very name of Christ. 
and acknowledge that he had a great number of disciples, who 
from him were called Christians, The Jews, though professed 
enemies to our religion, acknowledge these things to be true ; and 
none even of the earliest Pagans who wrote against Christianity, 
ever pretended to question their reality. These things, therefore, 
are as certain and undeniable as ancient history, both sacred aml 
profane, and the concurrent testimony both of friends and ene- 
- mies,can possibly make them. 








REV. J. WESLEY, 


On the solemnities and decencies of public worship. 


Dear BReTuRren, ; 
Ir is an important trath which we find in 


Ecclesiasticus that he who contemmeth small things shall fall by 
little and little. Hence the final apostacy of those, who have made 
shipwreck of faith and a good conscience, might be traced to such 
beginnings, #s many professors would reckon too trifling to notice. 
Among evils of this sort, infringements on the solemnities and 
decencies of public worship may justly be ranked. These are 
found, more or less, among al! denominations. How mapy are 
there, who seldom or never make it a point to be present at the 
beginning of public service? And who, coming in at the time of 
solemn prayer, divert the attention and disturb the devotion of 
those, who make it a matter of conscience not to rob God of any 

art of the small portion of time allotted for his worship? Nor is 
it only during the time of prayer, that the solemnities and decen- 
cies of divine worship are disturbed in some places; but likewise 
during the course of the sermon. How often have we seen youn 
men and women, who ought to have been taught modesty san 
sobriety. come into the most conspicuous. parts of places of wor- » 
ship; and by the foppery of their dress, as well as the levity of 
their manner, draw away the attention of hundreds from the sa- 
cred truths to which they. had been listening? The frequency of 
such conduct joined to the little horror which it excites, is a sure 
proof, that the religious education of youth, even among professors 
of vital religion, is, in general, shamefully neglected The good 
old custom of heads of families obliging their children and ser- 
vants to give some account of the sermons they had heard, being, 
in general, laid aside ; thousands, under a gospel ministry, grow 
up to maturity in ignorance of the plan of salvation, and as indif- 
ferent to divine things, as if they never had believed in the exist- 
ence of God, or of their own souls. 

The want of punctuality in attending divine worship, will ap- 
pear the more inexcusable, if we consider. that ali the affairs of 
life not only require. bat also receive, an exact attention. And 
is the worship of God to be judged the only thing unworthy of 
punctual attendance ? And shall such as act as if they so judg... 
ed, imagine they have done no evil ? 
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fhe traly pious, if well instructed, when they come to a place 
of worship before the divine service begins, go to their respective 
seats; and after offering up a short prayer to God in whose pre. 
sence they consider themselves, sit down recollectedly ; and ej. 
ther silently read a portion of the divine word, or some devotion. 
al book ; or meditate on such subjects as tend to enable them, with 
reverence and trae devotion, to enter upon the public offices of 
true religion. But others; a mixed multitade, collected in |ittle 
companies, without the church, continue to converse on a Variety 
of subjects, till the yery moment the public service begins Hence 
the beg nning of public worship is disturbed by many of those who 
hid sufficient time to be recoilectedly in their respective places, 
It has been justly observed, that those who receive much profit 
under the word, are not. dtsposed, immediately after, to enter 
_ into conversation, but retire silently, engaged in inward prayer 
and meditation “Those who have any tolerable knowledge of 
inward religion and kuman nature, need not to be told how favor. 
able serious meditation, for a few minutes after public worship, is 
to the fixing in the memory, and imprinting on the heart, the 
truths-that have been delivered) They likewise know, that seve. 
ral, after being in some measure affected under the word, have, 
by triffipg conversation, and that immediately after public wor. 
ship, erased from their minds every serious impression. 
Were the evils and improprieties, which I have briefly touched 


upon, banished from every place in which the pure gospel is 
preached, and the solemnity and decency essential to proper rel. 

ious worship, duly attended to; pure religion would appear to 
more advantage than it does at present, and spread with increas. 
ing rapidity through the land. | 


—“ 


ON SEDUCTION, 


CLARINDA. 


A Letter to Miss Maria Williams, 


So often has the pen of the divine, the moralist, and the novel- 
ist heen employed on the subject of female frailty and seduction ; 
and so pathetically has each described the folly and misery of the 
fatal delusion which tovolves many in disgrace, that I am asiot 
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ished when I see those, who have the best means of information, 
heedlessly sacrificing their reputation, peace and huppiiess, to the 
specious arts of the hbertine! In this case, " is common for our 
sex to rail against the other, and endeavor to excite the pity of the 
world by painting the advantage which has been taken of our ere- 
dulity and weakness. But are we not sufliciently apprised of 
the enemies we have to encounter? And have we not adequate 
motives to circumspection and firmness. 

I am generally an advocate for my own sex ; but when they 
suffer themselves to fall a prey to seducers, their pusillanimiuy 
admits of no excuse, I am bold to wffirm that every woman, by 
behaving with propriety on all occasions, may not only resist 
temptation, but repel the first attempt open her honor and virtues, 
That levity of deportment, which invites and encourages design- 
ers, ought studiously to be avoided. Flattery and vanity are two 
of the most dangerous foes to the'Sex. A fondness ior admiration 
insensibly throws them off their guard, and leads them to listen 
and give credit to the professions of these who lie in wait to de- 
ceive. 

The following remarks, though severe, perhaps, can hardly be 
deemed inconsistent with the character which theig author as- 
sumes.* ‘* Women would do well to forbear their declamations 
against the falsity and wickedness of men; the fault is theirs, to 
fall into such coarse spun snares as are laid for them. 

“That servile obsequiousness which women should immedi- 


‘ ately look upon as a mark of fraud, and which should make them 


apprehend a surprise, is the very thing which allures them, and 
renders them soon the victims of perjury and inconstaney ; the 
just panishment of a disposition which fixes their inclinations on 
superficial qualities. It is this disposition which draws after them 
a crowd of empty fops, who, if they have any meaning at all, it is 
only to deceive. Something pleasing in a man’s person, a giddy 
air, a perpetual levity, supply the place of valuable endowments.” 

A recent and singular adventure has rendered observations of 
this sort peculiarly striking to my mind ; which may zccount for 
the subject and length of this letter. 

I will give you a detail of it, though I must conceal the real 
names of the parties concerned. 

Yesterday, the weather being very fine, and the sleighing ex- 
cellent, several of our family, with two or three friends, were in- 
duced to make an excursion a few miles into the country. We 
stopped at a house which had formerly been a tavern, and in 
which we had often been well entertained on similar eccasions. 
As we were in haste to reccive the benefit of a good fire, we did 


* The Ladies’ Friend: 
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not wotice the removal of the sign, nor advert tothe possibility of 
its bemg converied to a private mansion. Being very cold, | 
stepi first out of the sleigh, und rap hastily in: leaying the gentle. 
men io exercise their gallantry with the other ladies. The room 
LTentered had nofire. I therefore opened the door which led to 
the next apartment, when I beheld the beautiful and admired Cla. 
rinda sitteng in an easy chair, pale and wan, with an infant in her 
arms! lLsivod mute and motionless, ull the woman of the house 
appeared, io conduct me to another room, Confusion and shame 
were visibly depicted in Clarinda’s countenance ; and, unable to 
meet my eye, she threw her handkerchief over her face, and fel! 
buck in her chair : 

I feliowed ibe good woman, and apologizing for my intrusion, 
told her the cause She recollected my having been there before, 
aud readily excused ivy treedom. : 

By this time the rest of the company, who had been sbown into 
adecent parlor were inquuing for me ;- and I could scarcely find 
Opportunity to request ny coudactress fo ask Clarinda’s forgive. 
Ness in my Nhaume, and to assure her of my silence, before I had 
joinedthem. [| assumed en air of cheerfulness very forcign to the 
feelings of sny heart, and releted my mistake without apy mention 
of the melancholy discovery I had made We prevailed on the 
woman to accom: modate us with iea and colfee, as we wished to 
ride no further. While preparations were making, she came in 
to lay the table, and as she withdrew gave mea token to follow 
her, when she informed me that Clarinda had been extremely 
overcome by my detecting her situation ; but being somewhat re. 
covered desired a private interview. I accordingly repaired to 
her apartment, where I found her bathed tn tears. “Pity operated 
in my breast, and with an air of tenderness I offered her my 
hand ; bat she withheld hers, exclaiming in broken accents, Q 
no! I am polluted— 1 have forteited your friendship—I am un. 
worthy even of your compassion | 

I begged her to be calm, and promised ber that she should suf. 
fer no imcenvenience from my knowledge of her condition. 

She thanked me for my assurances, and subjoined that, since 
she knew the candor and generosity of my disposition, she would 
entrust me with every circumsiance relative to her shameful fall ; 
when, after a considerable pause, she proceeded nearly in the fol- 
lowing words 

‘** Though our acquaintance has been for some time suspended, 
and though we have lived in differeat parts of the town, yet com- 
mon fame has doubtless informed you that I was addressed by the 
gay, and to me, too cli®rming Florimel! To the most captivating 
form, he superadded the winning graces of politeness.and all those 
insinuating arts which imperceptibly engage the female heart, 
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“His flattering attentions, and apparent ardor of affection were, 
te my anexpericnced and susceptible mind, proofs of his sincerity; 
and the effusions of the most lively passion, were returned with 
unsuspecting confidence. 

* My father, strict in his principles and watchful for my real 
welfare, disapproved his suit, alleging, that although Fiorimel 
was calculated to please in the gayer moments of life, he was nev- 
ertheless destitute of those sentiments of religion and viriue, which 
are essentially requisite to durable felicity. But I could not be 
persuaded that he lacked any perfection which rmaturer years 
would not give him; and therefore finding my attachment un- 
eonquerable, my father reluctantly acquiesced in the proposed 
connection. My ill-jadged partiality for this ungenerous man 
absorbed every other passion and pursuit; while he tock advan- 
tage of my yielding fondness, and assumed liberties which I knew 
to be inconsistent with delicacy, but had not resolution vo repel. 
One encroachment succeeded another, and every concession was 
claimed and granted as a proof of love, till at lengih be became 
absolute master of my will and person! Shame and remorse 
soon reused me toa sense of my guilt, and I demanded an imme- 
diate performance of his promise of marriage. .‘This, under one 
pretext or another, he constantly evaded. His visits daily bes 
came less frequent, and his attention less assiduous ; while a mest 
poignant anguish of mind deprived me of every comfort. Ifoand 
myself reduced to the humiliating alternative of entreating my se- 
ducer to screen me from infamy by the name of wife, though he 
should never consider or treat me as such. ‘To this he insultingly 
replied, that my situation mast necessarily detect our illicit com- 
merce; and his pride could never brook the reputation of having 
a wife whose chastity had been sacrificed. As soon as rage and 
resentment, which at fiest tock from me the power of utterance, 
would permit, Wretch! exclaimed [, is it not to you the sacrifice 
has been made? Who but you has triumphed over my virtue, 
and subjected me to the disgrace and wretchedness I now saffer ? 
Was it not in token of my regard for you that I yielded to your 
solicitation ! and is this the requital [am to receive? Base, an- 
grateful man! I despise your meanness! I detest the ungeneroug 
disposition you betray, and henceforth reject all intercourse and 
society with you! I will throw myself on the mercy of my in- 
jared parents, and renounce you for ever 

“ Seeing me almost frantic, he endeavored to soothe and ap. 
pease me. He apologise: forthe harshness of his language, and 
even made professions of unabated affection ; but gave as a reason 
for deferring the conjugal anion, at present, that commercial af- 
fairs obliged him to sail for Europe ; assuring me at the same 
tame, that en his return he woeld not fail to renew and consum- 
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thate the connection. To this I gave no credit, and theréfcre 
made no reply. He then requested me to accept a purse to de: 
fray my expenses, during his absence, which I rejected with dis. 
dain; and he departed. The distress and despair of my mind 
was inexpressible For some days I resigued myself entirely to the 
agonizing pangs of grief My parents imputed my dejection io 
Florimel’s departure, and strove to console-me. It was not long, 
however, before my mother discovered the real cause. In her, 
resentment gave place to compassion; bat the anger of my father 
could not be appeased. He absolutely forbade me his presence’ 
for some time ; but my mother at-length prevailed on him to see, 
and assure me of his forgiveness and restoration to faver, if I 
would consent to renounce and disown my child ; to which, not 
then knowing the force of maternal affection, I readily consented, 
This place was privately procured for me, and hither, ander the 

retence of spending a month or two in the country, I retired. 
ro morrow my dear babe is to be taken from me __It is to be put 
to nurse, I know not where! . All I am ‘told is, that it shall be 
well taken care of! Coustantly will its moans haunt my imagi- 
nation, while [ am deprived even-of the hope of ministering to 
its wants ; but must leave it to exe*rate the hour that gave it birth, 
and deprived it of a parent’s attention and kindness 

** As soon as possible, I shall-return to my father’s house, and 
as Tam unknown here, and vou are the only person, out of our 
family, who shares the dreadful secret. I flatter myself that my 
crime may still be concealed from the world. The reproaches of 
my own mind I can never escape. Conséjous guilt will give the 
aspect of accusation to every eye that beholds me; and however 
policy may compel me to wear the mask of gaiety and ease, my 
heart will be wrong with inexpressible angvish by the remem. 
brance of my folly, and always alive to the distressing sensations 
of remorse and shame! Qh! Julia! you have witnessed my 
disgrace! pity and forgive me! Perhaps I once appeared as vir. 
tnous afid respectable, as you now do; but how changed ! how 
fallen! how debased! Learn from mv fate to despise the flat: 
tery of the worthless coxcomb, and the arts of the abandoned lib. 
ertine.” 

By this time I was summoned to tea; when, giving all the con- 
solation in my power to the unhappy Clarinda, [rejoined my 
company; and to prevent their inquisitiveness about mv absence, 
told them I had been with a sick woman, upon whom [I accident- 
ally intruded when I first came in; and that she had detained me 
all this time, by a-recital of her complaints and misfortnnes — 
This account satisfied their curiosity; but the melancholy into 
which my mind had been thrown was not easily dissipated; nor 
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sould I, without doing violence to my feelings, pat on the ape 
pearance of my usyal cheerfuloess and ease, ito) ses £ 
Here, my dear Macia, is a picture of the frailty and weakness 
of our sex! How much reason have we then to “‘ watch an 
pray, that we enter not into temptation !” ! 
With affectionate regard to your mamma and sister, I subscribé 
myselt, 
Yours most sincerely. 





























THE ANSWER. 
A letter to Miss Julia Greenfield 


Dear Fricnp, 


I was much affected by the woe fraught tale which 
you gaye me in your last: We cdiinot too much regret that sack 
instances of duplicity and folly are ever exhibited. ‘They are alike 
disgraceful to both sexes, and demonstrate the debasing and fatal 
tendency of the passions, when suffered to predominate 

Your observations upon our sex I believe to be just, though 
many. would probably deem them sévere. However. I think it 
not much to the honor of the masculine character. which the God 
of nature designed for a defence and safeguard to our female vir- 
tue and happiness, to take advantage of the tetidér affection of the 
unsuspecting and too credulous fair; and, in rétufn for hef love 
and confidence, perfidiously to destroy her pezce of mind, and 
deprive her of that repu.ation. which might have rendered her a 
useful and ornamental member of society. ‘I'rae, we ought to 
take warning by such examples of treachery and deceit; yet. how 
much more conducive to the hdnor and happiness of our species, 
were there no occasion to apprehend such ungenerous requiials® 
of our sincerity and frankness ! 

Yesterday, my mamma took the liberty to read that part of your 
letter, Which contains the story of Clarinda. to her pupils, and to 
make such comments upon it as the subject. suggested; during’ 

» which we could not but observe the extreme emotion of one of the 
misses, a most amixble gir! of about sixteen. When the para- 
graph respecting Clarinda’s disowning her child was tead, she 
hastily rose. and in broken accents begged leave to withdraw. 
This was granted, without any inquiry into the cause ; thouglt 
our curiosity, as you may well suppose, was muchexcited After 
we were dismissed, my mamma prevailed on ber to tell the rem 
son of her agitation. : 

hil 
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fam,” said she, “ the illegitimate hg of parents whort, 
I am told are people of fortane and fashion. he tear of disgrace 
overcame the dictates of natural affection and induced my mother 
to abandon me in my infancy, She accordingly gave me away, 
with a large som of money, which she vainly imagined woald 

rocure me kind and good treatment Bat, unhappily for me, 
the people to whom I was consigned, availing themselves of their 
security from inspection and inquiry, abused the trast reposed in 
them, and exposed me to the greatest hardships. As they were 
persons of vulgar minds and unfeeling hearts they did not com. 
miserate my friendless condition. My quick sensibility incurred 
their displeasure or derision. I was ofien insultingly reproached 
with the misfortune of my birth; while the tears which these un. 
generous reflections extorted from me, were cither mocked or 
punished. I had a thirst for knowledge ; but they allowed me 
no time for acquiring it, alleging that they could not support me 
imidleness, but that I must earn my living as they did theirs, by 
hard labor. Oppressed by these insults, I bore the galling yoke 
of their authority with the utmost impatience. When screened 
from observation, my tears flowed without restraint, and the idea 
of my parents’ cruelty, in thas subjecting me to infamy and 
wretchedness, continually haunted my imagination. Sometimes 
I fancied my mother in view, and, exposing my tattered raiment, 
expostulated with her concerning the indignities I suffered, and 
the unreasonable hardship of leaving me to bear all the punish- 
mest of my guilty birth! At other (imes I painted to myself e 
father, in some gentleman of a pleasing aspect; and fondly in- 
dulged the momentary transport of throwing myself at the feet of 
one, whom I could ca!! by that venerable and endearing name! 
‘Too soon, however, did the reverse of paternal tenderness awake 
me from my delusive reveries. 

* In this manner I lingered away my existence, till I was 
twelvewears old ; when going, one day, to the heuse of a gentle- 
man in the neighborhood. to which I was often sent to sell herbs, 
and other trifles, I was*directed into the parlour, where the most 
beautiful sight in nature opened to my view, while the contrast 
between my own situation, and that of children blessed with af- 
fectionate parents, gave me the most painful sensations. The la- 
dy of the house was surrounded by her four sons, the eldest of 
whom was reading lessons, which she most pathetically inculca- 
ted upon ali. As the door was open, I stood some minutes unob- 
served ; and was so delighted with the tender accents in whick 
her instructions were imparted, and the cheerful obedience i0 
eons they. were received, that I had no disposition to. interrupt 
them. 

© Atlength I was seen, and bid to come in. Bat when ques- 
fioned about my errand, I was so absorsed in the contemplation 
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of maternal} and filial love, exhibited in this happy groupe, thag 
my fongue refused utterance, and I burst into tears. ‘The chil- 
dren gathered around, and inquired what ailed the poor little 
girl? But when the lady took me by the hand, and kindly ask- 
ed what was the matter, I could nof restrain or conceal my feel- 
ings. When my tears had relieved me. I related the cause of my 
grief; describing my own situation, and the effects which its con- 
trast had produced,on my mind, 

** She was affected by my story, and seemed — with my 
sensibility; while the children lamented my misfortunes, and art- 
lessly asked their mamma, to let me come and live with them. 

“ Little did I then-expect so great a favor; but to my sur- 

rise, as well as joy, Mrs B , the lady of whom I have 

en speaking, and by whom I have been put under your care, 
came, a few days after. and asked the people where [ lived, if 
they were willing to part with me. By their consent she took 
me home, ind has ever since treated me like her child. 

“IT am now happy beyond expression. My gratitadé to my 
benefactress, who, guided by a wise and good Providence, has 
snatched me from obscurity and misery, and given me so many 
advantages for improvement, is unbounded. 

*« But the idea that any helpless innocent should be unnaturally 
exposed to the sufferings which I have experienced, is insupport- 
ably distressing to my imagination. 

“* Let my story, if possible, be told to Clarinda, that shemay 
be induced to have compassion upon her defenceless offspring.” 

You are at liberty, therefore, my dear Julia, to make what use 


you please of this letter I shall make no comments upon the 
subject of it; nor add any thing more to its length, but that F 
am 


Yours affectionately. 





THOUGHTS ON THE SABBATE. 


(PART Iv.) 
( Continued from page 224. ) 


ANSWERS TO OBJECTIONS. 


WueEwn [sat down to communicaie my Thoughts on the Sab. 
buth, io the Curistian Observer, my design was to avoid, 
as much as possible, the appearance of controversy ; and m-tely 
to state what I conceived to be the doctrine of Scripture. Buias 
tins subject has been treated at large by a modern author, of high 
reputation in the learned world. who has shown the great utility of 
sabbatical institutions, but whose views do not altogether coin. 
cide with mine, it might appear supercilious ip me to omit taking 
particular notice of the arguments winch he had adduced to prove, 
that the Sabbath was not instiuted till after the departure of the 
Ssraelites from Egypt, and remained in force only during the 
Jewish Dispensauon. In my preceding papers I have not been 
inattentive to the arguments of this author and have already, in 
effect, given a reply to some of them. | I now proceed to consider 
those of which I have hitherto tsken no notice, or to which my 
answers have not been sufficiently explicit. 

i. This ‘author candidly acknowledges, that “if the divine 
command wes actually delivered at the creation, it was addres. 
sed, no doubt, to the whole human species alike, and continues, 
unless repealed by some subsequent revelation, binding upon all 
who come to the knowledge of it.” 

It becomes us, then, to weigh with the utmost caution the words 
of Scripture, respecting the transactions of the seventh day. as re- 
corded in the haok o: Genesis. If this passage declares that God 
then blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it; all debate alwut 
the extent of the obligetion of a sabb:tice} institution is preclud- 
ed. 

But it is objected, that “the words ” Genesis ii 3, ** Do not 
ass rt that God then blessed and sanctified the seventh day : but 
thet he blessed and sanctified ut for that reason; because thal on 
it he had rested from ali his work. &c “and if any ask, why the 
Sabbath. or sanct'ficetion of the sewenth day. wes then mention- 
ed if it was not thin appointed; the answer is at hand; the or- 
der of connection, and not of time, iniroduced the mention of the 





Sabbath, in the history of the subject which it was ordained te 
commemorate.” ‘ 

Iam here at issue with the author whom I have quoted, as, in 
my apprehension, the words in»Genesis do clearly assert, that 
God then blessed and sanctified the seventh day, as well as that 
he sanctified it, because that on it be bad Pested from all his work 
of creation. 

In the first and beginning of the second chapter of Genesis, we 
have a distinct chronological account of the transaction of the first 
seven days after it had pleased God to begin the stppendous work 
of creation. ‘I'he transactions of the seventh day are as distinct- 
ly marked as those of any other day, with this difference only, 
that with respect :othe six preceding days the work is first men- 
tioned, and then the day ; whereas, with respect to the seventh, 
the day is first mentioned, and then its transacuops are enumera. 
ted. 

On the first day, God said, Let there be light, and there was 
light. On the sixth, God created man in hts own image; and, 
on the seventh day, God ended his work which he had miade ; 


and he rested on the seventh day from all the work which he. 


had made ; and God biessed the sevenih déy and sunctified 4t, 
because that on it he had rested from all his work which Go 
created and made. Aijl the transactions enumerated in this pas- 
sage belong to the seventh day as clearly, in my apprehension, as 
the creation of man belongs to the sixth ; por can ee is apy 
thing in the passage, except the division into verses, which could 
mi-lead a reader of plain understanding. On the seventh day 
God ended his work and rested, and blessed tne day, and sancti- 
fied it. All these things are mentioned as having taken placeon 
that dey. It is as expressly declared that he then blessed and 
sanctified the day, as that he rested on it. Ido not know how 
we can prove any thing from the Scripture, if a passage so plain 
as this is not to be understood in its obvious sense, unless some 
subsequent revelation, equally clear, had compelled us to adopt 
another meaning. 

The literal sense of the words is confirmed by the reason which 
is given for the sanctification of the seventh day. God sanctified 
the day, pecauseE that in it he had rested from ali his work 
avhich God created andmade One design of the original insti- 
tution was to celebrate the work of creation; and when should 
we expect the celebration to commence ? ~~ Burely at the time im. 
mediately succeeding the transaction to be celebrated. )The Al. 
mighty has, since the crestion, frequently appointed periodical 
times and significant actions for the purpose of commemorating 
signal interpositions of his Providence, or remarkable mercies 
vouchsafed to mankind In all these cxses the celebration was 
directed:'to commence from the period of the mercy to be celebra- 
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ted. The Passover began with the déliverance of the Israelites, 
and the sacrament of ihe Lord’s Supper at the death of Carist, 
But to suppose that an instiluuen, designed to commemorate the 
creation of the werid, bad no existence tll two thousand years af. 
ter the event, Is so strange in itself, and so contrary to the condact 
of God on similar oceasions, that the idea cannot be received with. 
out a clear warrant from Scripture 

Y. © If the Subbuth had been instituted at the time of the creg. 
tion, as the words in Genesis. may seem at first sight to import— 
jt appears unaccountable that no mention of it, no occasion of even 
the obscurest allusion to it should occur either in the geveral histo. 
ry of the world before the call of .4oraham, which contains, we 
admit, only a few memoirs of its early uges, and those extremely 
abridged ; or which is more te be wondered at, in that of the lives 
of the three first Jewish patriarchs, whiehin many parts of the 
account is sufficiently circumstantial and domestic ” 

If the argument coptained in this passage proves any thing, it 
will prove too much. It ete EY that the observance of the 
Sabbath ceased during opwaids of four handred years after its 
institution in the wilderness ; for in ail that period we have * no 
mention of it,” nor does * the obscurest «llasion tot occar.” The 
history of the settlement of the Jews in Canaan, as related in the 
Book oi Joshua, is n many parts so cireumstantial, that one might 
have expected to find some mention of this important institution. 
The Israelites marched round the city of Jericho in military ar- 
yay during seven successive days, (Joshua vi) one of which must 
have been the Sabbath; yet no express * permission is recorded 
to dispense with the institution ” during this week The book of 
Judges contains a series of revolts from the worship of the true 
God, and of deliverances from the miseries which these revolts 
brought apon the Jews. Yet we find in the history no reproof 
for the contempt of the sabbatical institution, though this was a 
grime particularly marked by the — as a principal cause 
of the national punishments inflicted on that favored, yet perverse 

ple. 

We argue aniairly. and in a manner injurious to religion, when 
we oppose the silence of Soripture in one part to its express de- 
¢larations conrained in another. Abraham is particularly com- 
mended by the Almighty for his care in commanding his chil- 
dren and household to keep the way ef the Lord: and we are 
certain, that Abraham rejoiced to see the day of Christ, and he 
saw #. and was glad. John viii 56. Yet where do we find, 
in the Old Testament, the least hint that he communicated this 
most important branch of knowledge to his family 

The sacrifices under the Mosaic law were typical of the aton- 
ing sacrifice made for our salvation by the death of Christ, and 
Moses was instructed in the typical nature of the ceremonial law, 
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when he reeeived the commands of God respecting that institd- 
tion. The law had a shadow of good things to come. Heb * 
The service of the tabernacle altorded a figure for the time t 

esent, ch ix. 9. and the Jewish priests served unto the exuma 
ple and shadow of heavenly things, as Mésts was ADMGNIsH- 
ED or Gop, when he was about to make the tabernacle, ch. viii. 
5. Yet where is this chief design of the ceremonial law medtién- 
ed in the writings of Moses, though it is explicitly and repeatedly 
taught in the New Testament ? 

Phe silence of some parts of the Scripture respecting the Sahb- 
bath, cannot, therefore, with justice b@epposed to the declarations 
which we find concerning it in other parts of the word of God. 

3. Itis objected, that in the 16th chapter of Exodus, where the 
Sabbath is first mentioned, after the pas8uge in Genesis already 

oted, there is not “any intimation that the Sabbath then @p- 
pointed to be observed, was only the revival of an ancient instita- 
tion, which had been neglected, forgotten, or mprended 

I wish your reader's to examine chis chapter With attention, and 
consider, whether the language, upon the first mention of the 
Sabbath, is more suitable to an old institution, “ neglected or sus- 
pended,” or to one which was totally unknown. | 

The Israelites having murmured in the wilderness for want of 
food, God graciously promises them a miraculous supply Be- 
hold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people 
shall go out, and gather a certain rate every day, that I may 
prove them, whether they will walk inmy law or no. And t 
shall come to pass, that on the swith day they shall prepare that 
avhich they bring in ; and it shall be twice as much as they ga- 
ther daily. Exod. xvi. 4,5. The people obeyed this injunction, 
and on the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread; and alt 
the rulers of the congregation came und told Moses. ver 22; 
And he said unto them, This is that which the Lord hath said, 
To. morrow is the rest of the holy Sabbath unto the Lord. ver. 
23. 

Is this language suitable to a solemnity which had never been 
instituted ? As the Ten Commandments had not, at this time, 
been delivered to the Esraelites, the duty of sanctifying the seventtt 
day must have been totally unknown, if ro prior command on 
this sdbject had existed Whereas the preparation for the sabe 
batical rest. the conduct of the rulers of the congregation, and the 
reply of Moses, appear much more suitable tothe revival of 2 
neglected institution, than to the appointment of a new ofe. We 
may be sure that, curing the oppressive bondage in Egypt, né 
such rest could have been observed ; but the Israelites having 
now escaped from their oppressors, the institution is revived, and 
& preparation:for the celebration is commanded, before any men- 
ion is made of the institution itself... And when that preparations 
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% completed, the Sabbath is mentioned as a solemnity already 
‘commanded : This is thut which the Lord hath said, To-morrow 
#8 the rest of the holy Sabbath unto the Lord 

4. “* This interpretation,” that the Sabbath was first institated 
in the wilderness, * is strongly supported by a passage in the 
prophet Ezekiel,w her€ the Sabbath is plainly spoken of as given, 
andwwh it else can that mean, but as first instiuted, in toe wil- 
derness ?”— Nehemiah also recounts the promuigation of the sab. 
Dattical law amongst the transactions in the wilderness. 

»The passage in Ezekiel is as follows: J cutssed them to ge 
forth out of the land of Egypt, and broug hi them into ihe uni- 
‘derness. AndI gavé them my siatutes.and showed them my judg- 
menis, which if a man do, he sralt éven live in them Moreo- 
ter also I gave them my Subbathss cin. xx 10, tL 

ff this passage proves, that the Sabiath was first instituted in 
the wilderness, it will prove tliat the other commaudmenis of the 
_ moral law were then first promulgated : for the language respect- 

ing all the commafidments is precisely the same J Gave them 
my statutes—J also eave them my Sabbaths Yet we are sure 
that the moral law was made known to mankind before its pro. 
mialgation on mount Sinai. The sixth and seventh comand. 
aments, for instance, were ordained from the beginning. © Gen. ix. 
16. Matt. xix.8 Indeed the whole tenor of the Bible, before 
the Israelites formed a distinct nation, shows that mafkind were 
not left without the knowledge of God’s laws ; for where no law 
as, there is no transgression Rom. iv. 5. ‘ 

The passage in Nehemiah is of the same import with that in 
Bzekiel Thou camest down also upon Mount Sinai, and spak- 
egpgnith them from heaven. and gavest them right judgments, 
and true laws, good s/afutes and commandments ; and madesi 
known unto them thy holy Sabbath  Asthe true laws and good 
statutes contained in the ‘Ten Commandments were not then first 
given though they were then proclaimed in a more awful man. 
ner, so peither was the Sabbath then first instituted. As far as 
we can deduce an argument from the similarity of language, this 
must he theconsequence. The expression, made known, is used 
in Scripture, where the first Thtimatron of the thing cannot be in- 
tended: as God mane KNown his ways unto Moses. his acts 
unto the children of Israel. Ps. ciii. 7. though this was mot the 
first. communication of bis will, nor manifestation of his acts to 
mankind. 

5. “ Phe Sabbath is described as a sign between God and the 
people of Israel, Exod xx. 12. and xxxi 16.17 Now it does 
not seem easy, to understand how the Sabbath could be a sign he- 
tween God and the peoplegof Israel, unless the observance of if 
was peculiar to that people, and designed to be so.” _ 
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a Sign I understand something that should distinguish the 
of God from all the heathen nations by whom they were 
surrounded. The Jews while they continued obedient, were dis- 
tinguished by their rest trom ordinary labors every seventh day, 
and their dedication of it tothe worship of Jehovah. This would 
mark them out as a peculiar people, devoted to God’s service. 
Bat this will not prove, that, no obligation lay upon any other 
people to'observe a sabbatical instuution, ‘The observance of all 
God’s commandments was to be a sign or badge by which the 
people of God were to be distinguished from other nations,— 
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our Ged is one Lord ; and thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God witi: all thine heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with ali thy might And these words which J command 
thee this day shall be in thine heart— And thou shalt bind them 
for a sian upon thine hand. Deat. vi. 4,&c. That is, thou 
shalt consider them as a badge, or mark of distinction, by whieh 
the worid may know thou art indeed the people of God. Bat 
none of the commandments would distinguish them as a people 
devoted to the service of God, in so peculiar a manner as the 
fourth. Their disobedience to this command is, therefore, often 
specified by the prophets as a special cause of the punishments 
which God inflicted on that nation. 

6. ‘* The distinction of the Sabbath is, in its nature, as mucha 
positive ceremonial institution, as that of many other seasons 
which were appointed by the Levitical law to be kept holy.” 

It is not possible to conceive any duty to be more strictly moral, 
or of more universal obligation, than that of worshipping Al- 
mighty God. . And if it is our daty to join in acts of public and 
social worship, some fixed time must be appointed for the exer- 
cise of this duty. ‘There is, therefore, nothing more of a positive 
or ceremonial nature in a sabbatical institution, than what arises 
from the necessity of the case He who made us for his own 
pleasure is surely the best judge what portion of our time ought 
to be dedicated to his more immediate worship and service. It 
does not appertain to us to inquire, why the Almighty confined 
his work of creution to six days ; why he rested onthe seventh ; 
or why he commended us to sanctify this portion of our time: but 
such an institution certainly resis upon different grounds from 
those festivals which God commanded the Jews to observe in 
commemoration of mercies peculiar to that nation. It requires 
no great discernment to see the difference between dwelling in 
booths at a certain period of the year, te commemorate ithe pros 
tection whieh the Jewish nation received in the wilderness, a 
the weekly celebration of the mercies of creation and redemption, 
which are as extensive as the globe which we inhabit. 

Whether the Sabbath should be celebrated on the first or s2- 
venth day of the week, is, undoubtedly, 2 circamstagce of a posi- 
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tive natare ; but it is a circumstance which does not alier the du. 
ties peculiar to the Sabbatn The day on which this institation 
ought to be observed might have been, and, [ duubt not, actually 
was altered by the authority of our Saviour, without any altera- 
tion in the substance of the commandment. 
7. © 1. the command by which the Sabbath was instituted, be 
hinding upon Christians, it must bind as to the day, the duties, 
and the penalty; in none of which it is received.” 
The duties of the Sabbath, are, without doubt, essential to the 
institution ; but the day is not essential By the penalty our au- 
thor, I suppose, means that of death, which was directed to be in. 
flicted on the Sabbath breaker under the Jewish dispensation. 
But if there be any argument in this assertion, it will prove, that 
the punishment incurred by a breach of the other commandments 
ofthe moral law ovght to be inflicted upon offending Christians, 
Ti will prove that the idolater, the blasphemer, the adulterer, and 
the stabborn rebellious son. as well as the Sabbath breaker, ought 
to be put to death ander the Gospel dispensation. 
8 * Phe ohservance of the Sabbath was not one of the articles 
enjoined by the Apostles, in the 15th chapter of Acts, apon them, 
which fromthe Gentiles were turned unto God ” 
In addition to the ceremonial pollutions, from which the Gen. 
tile Christians were commanded to abstain, the Apostle mentions 
the crime of fornication. But we are incompetentto judge, why 
the breach of one command only of the moral law yas interdict- 
edinthis place Little weight ought surely to be attached to such 
negative arguments, respecting the obligation of the fourth com. 
mandment of the moral law since they oppose the positive decla- 
ration of our Saviour, that he eame not to remove one jot or tittle 
of this laws; which the Apostle Pau! also declares was not intend. 
ed to be made void by faith in Jesus Christ. 
Those of your readers. who are unacquainted with the work 
whence the above quotations are taken. may be ready to conclude, 
that the author meant to speak disrespectfully of sabbatical insti- 
tutions, whichis by ho means the case. He has shown their great 
utility and-has proved that ‘the assembling upon the first day 
of the week for the purpose of public worship, and religious in- 
struction, is a law of Christianity, of divine appointment.” He 
concludes also, that “ the resting on that day from our employ- 
ments ” is a duty “ binding upon the conscience of every indivi- 
dual in a country. in which a weekly Sabbath is established ” 
> We who live under the British government are so happy as fo 

come under the obligation of so excellent a law. which declares, 
that “every person and persons whatsoever shall on evéry Lord’s 
Day. apply themselves to the observance of the same. by exerci- 
si g themselves thereon in the duties of piety and true religion, 
publicly and privately.” 29 Cor. If. c, 7. 
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The most careful consideration, which I have been able to give 
this subject has produced a firm persuasion in my mind, that tue 
obligation to this daty is; however, o1 universal extent; and this 
seems to have been the view which the primitive Christians lad 
of the subject, as appeurs from a quotativn which our author has 
made trom the works of Irenezus Unusguisque nostrum sab- 
batizat, spiri/walitur, meditatione legis guudens, 0; ifictum Dei 
admiyuns. uch of us spends the Sabbath in @ spiriiual man- 
ner, meditating un the law of God with delight, and contempla- 
ting his workmanship with admiration. 

it be remembered that Irenzeus had been instructed by Po- 
lycarp, who was the disciple of the Apostle John; that in this 
ssuge he is not describing any doctrine or practice pecaliar to 
imself, but the general conduct of Christians ; that he apprupri- 
ates the title of Sabbath to that day which was sct apart for reli- 
gious exercises, and which was undoubtedly the first day of the 
week ; that the manner of spending this day by the early Chris. 
tians, corresponds with the description of the Sabbath given by 
Isaiah ; that what the Jewish prophet commanded the Christians 
practised : and can any reasonable doubt remain, that the Chris- 
tian Church had been instructed by the Apos. les. and their imme- 
diate siiccessors, to sanctify the first day of the week as a Sabbath 
unto the Lord? A more direct historical testimony of this im- 

portant fact need not be required. 

[Chris. Obs. 


Nore— The publication above quoted, is, Paley’s Princi 
of Moral and Political Philosphy. 4 : — 


A SHORT ACCOUNT 


Of the life and death of Mrs. Mary Batny, by S— W—— 


The Righteous shall be had in everlasting remembrance: 
Mrs. Baily was born of respectable parents, who belonged to 
the Lutheran church. They brought up their daughter in the fear 
of God, and instructed her in morality and religion. But although 
she was amiable and respectable ; yet she was destitute of the 
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life and power of religion, until some considerable time after she 
was married to Mr. Baily. 

In the Spring of 1810, she attended the preaching of the Gos. 
pel, ander the ministry of the Methodist preachers. _ The Holy 
Spirit applied the truth to her heart; she was convinced of her 
undone estate by nature ; and was led to repentance, and faith in 
Jesus Christ. She, with her husband, united ‘herself to the Me. 
thodist E, Chureh, and shortly afterwards professed the know. 
ledge of salvation by the remission of sins. 

She lived according to the faith of the Gospel, and did honor 
to the cause which she had espoused; discharging her personal, 
social, and religious obligations with conscientiousness. While 
she paid a proper attention to the concerns of this life, she took 
special care to lay up her treatare in the kingdom of heaven 

The last days of ber life were clouded- with much affliction ; 
and she was often sorrowiul and cast down. But she found af. 
flictian to be useful to her. in leading her to be more earnestly de. 
sirous of that holiness which quatifies for endless enjoy ment. 

At length her delicate censtiution sunk into a state of confirm. 
ed disease, supposed to be the consumption. This put an end te 
her existence below, in the Spring of 1814. 

In her last illness, she exereised much patience. and resigna- 
tion tothe willef God. She possessed the courage of a Chris 
tian She was not afraid to meet death. She couldisay, respect, 
ing him, * Nor am [anxious what shape he comesin.” She ex- 

ressed a lively hope of heaven; talked of the goodness of God; 
and praised him for his mercies unto her. A short time before 
she died. she was so filled with joy, that she shouted aloud, and 

raised the God of ber salvation. Her rapture was such, that 
= satin seemed to be just in view before her She spoke to her 
friends, to the following purport: 1 shall soon be in the socie- 
ty above, where I shall see my pious acquaintances who have de- 
parted this life, and gone #etheir reward on high.” She then re- 
quested a private interview with her husband ; after which she 
lay. fora short time. quietly composed ; and then lifting up her 
eves in an ecstacy o! joy. she bid adieu to the world, and died in 
the trinmphs of faith. Odeuth! where isthysting ? O grave! 
where is thy viclory ? Thanks be unto Ged, who giveth us the 
viclory, through our Lord Jesus Christ—Amen, 














_ POETRY. 


Elegiac lines on S——— 8—@ 


Haxx! from the eternal throne the mandate comes; 
Heaven wears her obit livery. Death proceeds, 
With steady purpose, to the destined time, 

To seal her fate one year revolves, 

Eleven days elapse, the hour is come ! 

The fair, the good, the excellent must die 
She dies, she dies! Ye daring thoughts pursue 
Through trackless fields of ether, far beyond 
The flaming regions of irradiate stars, 
And seek her wondrous way. To God she flies, 
Guarded by Angel bands from changeful earth. 
Jerusalem, thy golden gates dispart, 

She enters. Joys immortal, bliss complete, 
Involve her future state. ,A child like her 
Parents must mourn and youth with flowing tears, 
Must long lament the silent house of death. 

The grave, where low she lies in yonder vale, 
Sacred to gloom and melancholy thoughts, 
Claims not a nobler victim than herself. 
Religion, meekness, innocence and love, 
Virtues her own, in her-appeared divine. 
Though death hath laid her in the silent tomb, 
Weep not for her: her mortal part shall rise, ~ 
Clothed with immortal lustre from the grave ; 
Unfading bloom shall wanton on her face, 
Bright as the flaming sun’s meridian beams ; 
And when the earth and every pendent star, 
Shall roll in smoke, she shall with pleasure view 
The universe in flames, and downward look 

Qn agonizing systems with a smile. 
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Earth, water; fire and air, 
Proclaim the Infinite ; 
Their properties declare, 
That God who dwells in light ; 
That God who reigns enthron’d above, 
And bids the rolling planets move. 







Let human reason rise, _ 
And view yon shining host ; 
They speak their Maker wise, 
And great, and good, and just,: 
Eternal God, I plainly see, 
To all the world they publish thee. 









No jarring discord reigns, 
No dark, unmeaning sound, 
In their melodious strains ; ) 
To all the world around, ‘ 
They spread the truth, “ The Lord is King ; 
His glory let the nations sing.” 








But we from order fell, 
And oh! how loath to rise! 
Our impioas thoughts rebel 
Against the Just and Wise: 
We from our God, our centre, move, 
Until attracted back by love. 


O Love of Christ, descend, 
Onur souls in order place, 
And let them always tend 
Toward the God of grace: 
Then we shal! gain the upper world, | * 
Tho’ planets from their orbs be hurl’d. # 

















SHORT HYMNS. 


Noms. xi. 27. There rana young man, and told Moses, and 
said, Eidad and Medad do prophesy in the camp. 


Eldad, they said, and Medad there, 
» Irregalarly bold, 
By Moses uncommission’d dare 
A separate meeting hold ! 
And still whom none, bat heaven will own; 
Men whom the world decry, 
Men, authoriz’d by God alone, 
Presume to prophesy ! 
? 


,». Verse 28." My Lord Moses forbid them. 


How often have I blindly done, 
What zealous Joshua did, 
Impatient to the rulers ran, 
And cry’d, “ My Lords forbid! 
Silence the schismatics ! constrain 
Their thoughts with ours agree, 
And sacrifice the souls of men 
Totidol unity |” ‘ 


Verse 29, Enviest thou for my sake® 


Moses, the minister of God, 
Rebukes our partial love, 

Who envy at the gifts bestow’d 
On those we disapprove ! 

We do not our own spirit know, 
Who wish to see suppress’d, 

The men that Jesw’s spirit show, 
The men whom God hath bless’d. 








a.” 
* 








£ Sam. xxviii 14. Saul perceived that a was Samug}, 





No wily fiend by magic spell, 
Invok’d from his infernal cell, 

To personate the prophet true, 

Bu: Samuel’s self appears in view ; 
To make the prostrate king relent, 
Humbly accept his punishment, . 
To warn him of his instant doom, 
But not denoance the wrath to come. 


















Verse 19. To-morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me. 


What de these solemn words portend ? 
A gleam of hope when life’shall end : 

«‘ Thou and thy sons td’ slain shall be 
To.mortow in repose with me! 

Not in a state of hellish pain, 
If Saul with Samuel doth remain; : 
Not in 2 state of damn’d despair, 
Ef loving Jonathan is there. 





[drm. Mag. 
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